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THE
GREAT DEVIL’s TALE.
BY C. F. BARRETT.

FATIGUED with the (ports of the ficld, Count Ludovico was
condu&ted to the Caltic of Morbano by his couin the Baron
Rudolpho, with whom he agreed, as it had been his cuttom for
feveral years, to fpend the fpoiting fkalon at his caitle, where
they found every thing prepared againit their amrival, that could
alleviate the cravings of an appetite rendered keen by the whole-
fome excurfion they had taken. Thus fituated, they did not ftand
for ceremony, but immediately fell to; and whillt the heart-
cheering goblet palt round the table, they amufed each other by
relating the various flories they had heard of Satanio, who, aided
by a gang of thirty defperadoes, had performed deeds of valour
which rendered him at once the admiration and terror of the neigh-
bouring peafants ; amongt whom, on account of his undaunted
behaviour, and the hair-breadth etcapes he had wade from the
giicers of juftice, he had obtained the appellation of The Great

vil,

With tales of this nature they paft away the tedious moments
till the hour of reft arrived, when having bade each other a good
night, they retired to their refpe@ive chambers. The Count
Ludovico heing extremely fatigued, foon funk into the arms of
fleep.  Not fo the Baron; the foul machinations of his poliuted
heart kept Lim awake: an inceituous flame corraded his breaft 5
and he fpent thofe hours which others dedicate to repofe, in
planning fchemes, and thofe of the moft horrid nature, to obtain
the objc& of his Wwifhes ; to which he was ftill farther flimulated,
by an ardent defire of becoming revenged of the lady for having
perferred the Count Ludovico to him. The ftory of this cire
cumftance was fimply as follows, :

During the latter part of the laft war in Germany, Count
Ludovico and the Baron, who at that time bore arms under one
of the Auftrian Princes, obtaincd Jeave of abfence, in order to
revifit the place of their nativity, whichlay a few leagues to the
fouthward of the city of Genoa. In their way thither, they were
attacked by a violent ftorm,which raged with fuch fury as torena
der it impoflible for them to purfue their journey ; whil®, to add
tothe horror of their fituation, they had 1o c10fs an extenfive plain,
where not the finalleRt veitige of a houle, fhrub, or tiavellery
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cculd be difcovered. However, inured to hardthip and fatigue,
they refolved on proceeding, and accordingly bent their feps over
the tracklels watte, uncertain whither it would Jead them. Fop
feveral hours they wandered wrapt in impenetrable davknefs,
without being able to difcaver the natwe of the giound they had
to pafs over, or the dangers which they every moment expelled
to cincounter, excepting wlien, at intervals, an uncertain gleam
i lightning would for a moment illume the dieary pro‘pedt 5 and
evea then tae traniitory view of the gloumy fuene belore thiem
aaly farved to ad i to the defpair which had alveady taken poffele
ficia of their care.worn bofems.

At length, after being completely drenched with the rain,
vihich fell in torients from the blackendd fky, they, totheir uo
faall joy, difcoveied a glimmering light at a little ditkince from
them, as they thought,  Enceuaged by this pleating fight, they
nade the beit of their way to the wiflied-tor haven; but their
hupes began to fail them when, alter walking rather better than a
league, they found them@lves on the banks or a rapid river, ard
the ohjed they were in fearch of at a confiderable diftance on the
opp:fite fhore.  Uncertain how to proceed, they balud for a few
moments, i order to recover their drooping (pirits, when a vivid
flath of blue lizhining prefented to their amaptvred eves, the dif-
tant turiets of an ancient cattle, {rom the watch-towar ot which
they were now convinced the light proceeded that hed brought
them ta the banks of the river. This plealing circumitince gave
them feefh fpirits ; and, regardlefs of the rapidity of the toirent,
they plunged into the flood, and, with fume mifficulty, gained
the oppofite fhore.

Having halted a few moments, in order to recover themfelves
from thecxtreme fatigue they had urdergone, they proceeded on-
ward ; and at length, after many weary {teps, arrived on the
brink of the Jake which furrounded the caitle, the latter flanding
on a verdant rock in the centre thercof. Inuied to ditappoint-
ments, this freh and unexgeﬂcd obftacle did not in the leaft
daunt theur refolution; but, {ummoning up that paticnce which
in conmon minds, cn fuch an czcafion, woull have been ex-
hauiled, they waiked on tie margia of the lake, confulting toge-
ther on the mo't derable micans of gaining the wifhzd-for haven.
A thoufand ftratascms alternately prefented themielves, and were
<ach in turn rejedted as impradticable; for the Izke was fo vio-
lentiy ag.taed by the fury of the contending elements, as to ren-
der it totuily hrpatiails, excepting by means of a boat; and, as
thers were netheng of the Rind neary they de'paired of being
able to (brain the cbjell of thew withes,  However, juit as they
were shotit ta thiow themielves on the ground, overwi eimed with
forrow ani fatigue, 2 tremendous clap of thunder buift over cheir
Leads, which threatened to rend the earth o its very centre ; and
a bail of fire fallng near them, tore up a clump of trees which
food nearly oppedite to the gates of the gothic mantion, under
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whofe hafpitable roof the Baron and Ludovico withed to obtain
an afylum.  The hoge uunks yiclded to the fury of the tempett,
and falling with an hoeerild fquath into the water, formed a kind
of temporary bridge from the banks of the lake to the rock on
which the caltle was ntuated,  Elated with this fortunate event,
our travellers vulbed on the fallen fragments, and, direfted by
the glare of the forked lightning, which beeame now more vivid
and frequent than before, they at length tucceeded in attaining
the fummit of the rock, where inding a bugle.horn hanging at
the gate, they blew a blait foloud, that but for its being damped
by the futious howling of the tempefl, muft have awakened even
the dead themfelves.  They paufed—all was llence,  Again they
repeated the fummons, and again had the wisfortune to receive ro
other anfiver than what the conterding ju of clements atforded,
Driven to defperation, the Baron fcized the horn, and blowing
with all his firength, a centinel appeared on the ramparts, who
demandivg thar name and bufivets, the Bavon informed him of
his rank and title, and that, iu returaing from the Aultrian camp,
they were overt :Ken by the florm, and had foft theirway. The
name of the Baron Rudolpho had no froner reached the cas of
Count Berengoch, the owner of the caitle, than the gates were
thrown open, and Lulovico and the Baron were condutted by the
centind nto the ante-chamberywheie they found the Baon wait-
ing to receive them.  The hofpituble board was foon covered
with refrefliments ; and, after an hearty 1epaft, they were cons
dufled to their chamber, where, fatigued with the toil they had
fultained, tliey foon fell into the s of the lommific ceity.

The fun had illumined the cattern hemitphere with his golden
rays fome hours before our travellers unfealed their wearied ege~
lids ; nor weuid they then, had not a domcfitc entered their apart.
ment, 1o inform them that the Count cnd his family waited
breakfaft in the faloon. The Baron and Ludovico immed-arely
arofe, and having dreffed themfelves, they foliowed theattendant,,
in order to join the family party. ¥

The Count Berengoch, who.was juft turned of Afty, wes de-’
feended from cne of the oldeft families in Germany, and reckened
one of the richeft nobleflz in the province where he dwelt.  He
had married the widow of a Ruflian officer, to whom the caftle
belonged under who'e roof cur travellers had found 1o hofpitable
a reception,. by whom Le had three children, namely, a fon and
two daughters.  Thetwolatter only were living, the fon having
died in his infancy.  Aurelia and Matilda had juit attained tie
one her ei-hteenth and tiie other ler nineteenth year at the tigu
of the Baron and Luduvico’s arrival: they were tail, well male,
and of a maft majeftic mein ¢ the rofes and lilics were blended in
their face; while their peuting hips refenbicd two rips charies
fueing to be preft by the beholders in Mort, the ssut eufemdle of
their charnis was fuch as might have tempted the ot rigid an-
chorite to have deviated from his vow.  To this amizble family

A



$ CANTERBURY TALES.

our travellers were condulted, as we have before mentioned, by
the old domeftic; and no foorer did the blooming beauty of
Aurelia and her fiter meet their eyes, than they became, as i
were, teansfixed with afleniiment. However, recovering from
their emotion, they trated themfelves at the breakfaft table, where,
though they joined in the converfation with feeming indifference,
they drank plentifully of the infinuating paffion ; the charms of
Aurelia baving captivated the heart of Ludovico at the fame in.
ftant that thole of Matiida, her fifter, had fecured that of the
Baron. Thus fituated, their time palt away fo cheerfully, that
two months had clapfed before they once recolleéted the original
intention of their journcy, during which period they found an
opportunity of making thcir piflion known to the fair objedts of
their wifhes, whom, to their infinite fatis‘altion, they found to
be equally enamoured with thumfelves.  Elated with the fuccefs
of the amour, they ventured to folicit permifiion to requett the
Count’s confent to their wnion, which, atter fome finall demur on
the part of the ladics, was readily granted. Thus aflured of
their-affelion, the Baron and Ludovico retired to their chamber,
their bofoms glowing with the 1apturous expe&ation of the aufpi-
cious moment, when they (hould be joined to their miftrefles for
ever.  But love, in this inflance, with regard to the Baron,
proved on'y a fecondary obje@ ; for learning from one of the do-
meflics, that Aurelia had, indeperdent of an equal fhare with
her. fifter of her father’s property, an cftate of one hundred crowns
per anoum in right of her motlier, he refolved to fatisfy his ava.
rice at the expence cf honcur, love, and veracity. Thus deter-
mined, he found an oppoitunity of founding tle difpefition of
“Count Berengoch, when finding him totally averfe to the idea of
marrying his children againft their inclination, he next attempted
to draw the affeltions of Aurelia from the Count, his coufin, by
fetting before her the great fuperiority which his rank and vaft
peflfiicns gave bim over his coufin thinking by that means to
awaken that vanity which is fo natural to the fex, and triumph
over her creduiity.  But even in this point his {cheme proved
gbomve; and finding her inflexible, he teok his leave, pretend-
ing he had dons it oniy as atrial of her contlanzy.

Frem that mome:t he conceived the moft inverate hatred againft
Ludevico; whilft his pretended paffion for Aurclia became not
only real, but fo viclent, as to throw him into a fever, from
which he did nct1ecover for feveral weeks, At length youth and
3 caturaiiy geod cenflitution tiiumphed over the diforder; and in
2 fhert time he bocane nearly as firong as ever. He had nofooner
recovered, tha, piqued at the refufal which Aurelia had given
him, he demanded the hard of Matilda from the Count, her
father; 3s did Ludovico at the fame time that of Aurelia. The
Ceunt litened to their propofal, and returning them thanks for
the alliznce wihich they offcied, he feat for his dughters, when
tavieg taken themapary, heinterrogated them refpetting the flate
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of their affetions. A crimfon fluth, the conftant attendant on
virgin bafhfulnefs, itlumined the checks of the lovely fifters, who,
with a faltering voice, and downcalt eye, owned their partiality
for the frangers. The Count, overwhelmed with joy at finding
their wifhes coincide with his, prefled them to his Kofcm, and
then leading them forward, prefented them to their delighted los
vers, who reccived the ineftimable gifts with rapture. The cattle
now became a fcene of bultle and confufion ; the day was fixed,
and the hearts of the furrounding peafantry beat high with expec.
tation of the fumptuous treatment they fhould mect with on that
occafion. The aufpicious day at length arriving, the Baron and
Ludovico were un.ted to their lovely miftrefles amidit the accla.
mations of the fpeQtators, For feveral days the caflle refounded
with feftivity, whillt fome artlefs peafant chaunted an air jlluftra=~
tive of the bleflings of love when founded on the firm bafis of
honour and truth.

Three months had now elapfed, and the Baron and Ludovico
were every day in expeQation of being fummoned to the regiment
they belonged to, when one morning a mefienger arrived with
the welcome news, that peace had been concluded between the
contending powers. Elate with joy at this unexpefted event, the
Baron and his coufin refolved to vifit the place of their nativity 3
and accordingly a few days after fet off with their blooming part-
ners for their refpective manfions; the latter having taken firlt an
affetionate farewell of their parents, whoft affliftion was in fome
meafure moderated at parting, by the affurance of receiving fie~
quent vifits, as the feats of their lords were fituated at only a
few leagues diftance from the Caltle of Carofki ; a circumftance
with which the Baron and Ludovico were totally unacquainted at
the time of their ayrival. The Baron and Ludovico, accompa«
nied by their ladies, pur{ued their journey ; and at the expiration
of the fecond day from their leaving the Caftle on the Lake, they
arrived in fafety at the Caftle of Morbano, where, at the camneft
requeft of the Baron and his lady, Ludovico and Aurelia fpent 2
month previous to their departure for the Chatcau Altados, the
family manfion of the Count, during which period the Baron
drank deeply of the inceftuous paffion he had conceived for his
fair fifter-in-law. Frequently did he endcavour to obtain au in-
terview, butin vain. Aware of his treachery, fhe always fhun-
ned him; and the time appointed for their ftay expired, without
his being able to accomplith any thing. )

At length the morning of their departure arrived ; and the
Baron had the mortification to fee his coufin Ludovico leave the
caftle with his fair bride in triumph; and concealing his emotion
under the feint of fudden illne(s, he took an hafty leave, and re-
tired to his chamber, where he gave vent to the contending paf-
fions which oppreft his troubled bofom. Inthemean time Ludo-
vico and his lady purfued their journey, and arrived in fafety
about fun-fet at the Chateau Altados, where they were received
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in fuch marner by the vaffals of the Count, as muft have cop,
vinced the fpeftator the milduels of his manners had rendered
him beloved by all who krew him. Nor did Aurelid's hch:u-iour,
after h r union with the Count, give thea the fmaliet reafon to
regret the moment When fire became mitteeds of the Chateay
Altzdos. Thus univerfally cfteemed by their tenants, and be.
loved by cach other, they led a life of continued happineis ; while
the Baron, on the other hand, not enly 1endered himfelf ohnoy.
jous to his vafluls by his tyranny, but, huiried on by the impstuos
fity of his paffien for her fifter, made the fife of his conlort, the
haplefs Matitda, truly miterable.  Nor did his brutality end
here ; for when the trying moment drew near, that the was to
bring forth tlie pledge cf their affeétion, he cavfed her to be con.
veyed 10 a gloomy chamber in one of the fouthern tuirets belong.
ing to the caitle, where he fuffered no one to wait on her but
himfelf, and two fumale attendants, who were not permitted to
leave the apartment 3 threatening her with the moft ample venge.
ance, in cafe the did not produce him an heir to his paffzifions.
Thus fituited, the Barorels fpent the tedious hours of her
captivity in a flate of anyiery that can be better imagined than
deferibed ; and the horror fae conceived on that occafion was fo
great, as tomake her bring forth a danghter ome time before the
expelted period.  The unwelcome ftrarger no foorer met the eyes
of its diftralted mother, than fthe fhatched it to her hofom, and
giving it a maternal embiace, funk back on her pillow in afiate
of infenfibility. - That inftant the Baron entercd the chamber,
and fternly demanded what the blooming minicu had brought
him. A long filence enfued.  Irritated at the hehaviour of the
attendants, he urdrew the curtains of the bed, and no fooner
beheld a female infint fmiling in his face, than driven to defpe-
ration by the fruftration of his withes, he would have plunged
his fivord into the bofom ¢f the Barenefs and her infant, had not
the latter, as if movad by infiin, Rictched out its littlz arms
towards him. Ruthlefs as lie was, this artlefs aftion awakened
in his befor " feniation which he never felt before; arnd, yield-
irg to the impulfe of the moment, he was about to take his fmil-
ing daughter to his arins, when the painful recollefticn occurring
that itwas rot a fon, he twined fiom the bed with difgult ; and
‘ordering the attendonts to leave the apartment, ke locked the
door, and took the key away with him. From that time no one
w3as a'lowed to vifit the fouthern turset but himfelf ; and foon
after it was given out, that the Baronefs had dicd inchiid ted.
The Baron received thie con..olnice of he neighbouring gentry
with every appearancs of the moft viclent and heartrending grict
amoengit rhe dcremelt of whom was Count Ludovico and his iady,.
who uled everv enieavour to centort and fuppeit the Baron in
the sf@idtien fic vretended - to Iabaur urder, At length kis.orrew
becume more moderate; and the Ceunt, fin ting that ti.e would
recoicile the Baroa to his wisiortengs, the former and his lady ree
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turned to theChateau Alrados, where foon after their arrival, Atrelia
prefented him with a bluoming boy, who foon after was chriltened
at the Chapel of St, Nicola, by the name of Auguftus Rudolpha
Ludovico, at the efpecial defire of the Baron, who ftood godfather
on the occafion. The pleafing mauners of the infant feemed to
win the affeCtions of the latter, who carried his fondnefs to fuch
an extreme, as fcarcely to be able to bear it out of his fight. The
Count viewed this alteration in his -coufin’s manners with rap.
ture ; and-his lady being no v fufficiently recovered to make one
of their parties, their time was (peat in a reciprocal intercourfe
of friendmip, In this manner their time patt for feveral months,
alternately giving and recciving vifits from each other s “in fhort,
fortune feemed to promife them cternal happinefs, when one even«
ing, whilft the Baron was on a vifit at the Chateau Altados, the
female attendant, whofe care it was to take the young Count out
for the Venefit of the air, was difcovered to be mifling. An
univerfal alarm fpread over the Caftle: the domeftics were dil-
patched in different direQicns; whilit the Baron and Ludovico
fet out together for the Caflle of Morbane, flattering themfelves
with the pleafing hope that, as the afternocon had proved rather
hazy, the maid might have flopt at the abovementioned places
but, alas! they proved ubortive; for, on their arrival at the
Caltle, no one was able to give them the fmalleft information, as
fhe had left the Caltle in the fore part of the afternvon.  On her
return home, Ludovico and the Baron, finding all their refearches
fruitlefs, returned to the Caltle with their hearts overwhelmed
with afflittion, where, cn their arvival, they found the domeftics
returned 3 but without being abic to gain the (malleft intelligence
refpefting the objefls of their fearch. The Count now gave
himfelf up to fuch defpair and anguith as threatened to rend his
heart in twain,  As for Aurelia, fhe no fooner learnt that all the
endeavours to recover the fugitives had proved aboitive, than fhe
funk into a ftate of infenfibility, from whence fhe only recovered
to become more miferable. Fit on fit fucceeded each other in
rapid fucceffion, whilfl the Caltle refounded with her cries. At
length fhe became moze czlm, and foon after fell into the arms of
the poppy crowned deity ; butit was only the forerunier of a
more violent conflict, Ler fleep was fhort and agitated 5 and the
next morning the Count, on entering the apartinent, to ¢nquire
after her health, found her attacked by a fever, A delirium fuc.
ceeded, during which period fhe calied inceflantly on the name
of Ler hufband and the infant Count.

This fcene proved too much for the afflited Ludovico. Agie
tated by the occurrences of the preceding cvening, he funk be.
neath this new addition to his woes; and in a fhort time he was
reduced to the fime helplels condition as the Countefs, and for
fome time their lives were defpaired of, The Caitic now became
literally a houfe of mourning ; every one deplored the misfor-
tunes of this noble pair, aud looked forward with anxicty to the:
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moment that was to decide their fate; but no one apparently
more fo thas the Baron Ru.lolpho, who, from the moment of
their illnefs, took up hissefidence in the Cattle, and could fearcel
be prevaiied onto leave their chamber to take that refrethmene
which nature required but though he feemed to fecl cqually for
the critical sitwstion of the Count ard Aurelia, it was in reality
only the fate of the lazt.r that engroiled his attention. At length
youth, and a geod confhitation, triumphed over the diforder
which had noay dreughit than to the brink of the grave, and
reftored Lu lovico and ti:e Countefs to the avms of their triends,
A fett'ed melanchely, however, tock poffefion of this unfortu-
nate pair, anithey it their tuture hours with gloomy relignaa
tion to the intcintabie deciees of Pievidence. Deprived of their
only hope, tiiey fearcely ever left the Coatean, excepting when,
at the ihooting feafon, tie Bawon prevailed on them to pafs a few
months at his Cutle. A period of nearly one-and-rwenty. years
had elapied, when Ludovico, as we have already mentioned at
the commencemnent of this narrative, vifited tiie Caftle on one of
thofe occations, and, contrary to his ufual cuitom, Aurelia being
indifpofed, had come alone.

*Twas this circumftarice infpired the Baron withan idea which
muft have chilled the heart of any one lefs favage than himfelf,
His heart had dong panted for an opportunity to remove this ob-
ftacle to his fancied happinefs : it now prefented itfelf; and, in-
fpired by the remerelels fpirit of revenge, the clock of the Caftle
had no fooner anncunced the midnight heur, than, drawing his
poignaid, he ftole with filect tread to the chamber of the fleeping
Count, ard plunging his weapon into his body, left the apart-
ment, exulting in the fuccels of his infcrnal ftratagem. This
horrid deed being committed, he dire@ed his ficps to the cham-
ber of Nicela, who, having lived in the Caitle frem his infancy,
was of courfs the confidential keeper of his iecrets. Him ke
awoke ; ard iaforming him of wiat be had done, ordered him
to arife, and bury the budy whaie ro one fhould be able to difcover
it. The domeitic immadiately dreft himfelf, and left the room,
in order to execute the widers which the Baron had given him ;
whiilt the larter vetired to his apartment, ordering him to re-
turn, and inform Rim wien the bulinels was completed ; which
injunftten was &ridtiy athcred to by Nicola, who, in a fhort
time after, eatend the Baron's chanber.  The latter applauded
kim far bis dudigence; and preferting him with a puife, he com=
mandad Niccla o separ to the Caateau Ahados, and condu®t
the Countets, who was recovered, 1o the Caftle, in order to in-
form ber o1 the dezth of the Count by degrees.  Nicola bowed
affent, and leaving the chamber, mounted his muie, and fet off
to s_!i:th::rgc tae commiffion which ti:c Baron had affigned im.
He nad got nearly hialf way on his 1cad to the Chatcau, wien
arriving at the cettaze of Baibira, his mother, he halted for a
menwnt, n order 1o take a little refrethment, and then pro-
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eceded on his journey, when he had not proceeded many leagues,
before he heard a trampling of horfes, and, on looking forward,
rceived Satanio (the Great Devil) and a party of the banditti
defcending a hill with Aurelia, bound on a horfe, before them.
Nicola no foener perccived this, than he turned ahont, and rode
back to the cottage full fpeed, where having arrived, he put on
a difguife which he kept there, in order to watch the allions of
the Baron, whom he had long fufpeéted of harbouring evildefigns
againft the intcreft of the Count his coufin. As he had long held
a fecret intercourfe with Satanio and his affociates, for this pur-
pofe he had entercd into their fociety, where, owing to the prow-
nefs which he had difplaycd on feveral occafions, he foon obtained
the friendfhip of the Great Devil., In’this double capacity he
alted without being once fufpelted by citker of his mafters, and
by this means was enabled to counteraél their malicious purpofes.
He had no fooner put on his difguife, than he 1emcunted his
mule, and refumed his journey ; but he had not proceeded far, be-
fore he met Satanio and his troop, who inftantly hailed him; and
the Great Devil, on finding it to be his old comrade and con.
fidant, ordered Nicola to condué them to the cottage of Barbara,
which he inftantly complied with; where, after they had” taken
fome refrefhment, Satanio delivered the ill-fated Aurelia into the
cuftody of Nicola and two of the banditti; with a firi¢t charge
to convey her in fafety to the retreat which they had among the
yocks, as he began to feel an affeétion for her which he never had
felt before. ‘This done, Satanio and his party fet out in queft of
frefh adventures; and foon after Nicola and his comrades left the
cottage, in order to convey their captive’to the cave of the Great
Devil. They moved onflowly, tillat length, coming to a retived
Eart of an extenfive foreft, Nicola plunged his poignard in the
reaft of the hindmoft bandit, and then attacking the other, he
foon laid him by the fidc of his lifele(s comrade: this done, he
ulled off his difguiit, and concealed it in an hollow trec : he then
velealed the lady, ard placing her on his mule before him, rode
off to the Caftie of Morbano, where he arrived in perfeCt fafety.
The Baron received the lady with every poffible mark of atten-
tion ; and as the evening was far advanced, ordercd her to be
condu@ed to her chamber. In the mean time Nicola returned to
the foreft, and reafluming his difguife, he wounded himiclr in
the arm, and then repaired to the cave, wkhere he inforined Satanio,
who was juft returncd, that, having Lecn met by fome of the
Baron's rafcals, they had attacked them; but, owing to their
numbers being fuperior, his two comrades fell beneath their
blows, and that being wourced in his arm, ke was obliged to
leave the field, and fuffer the eremy to bear the lady off in
triumph. Satanio, convirced of his fiduiity, took him :}Idt, and
hasing conlulted together, it was agreed that Niccla fhould en-
deaveur to gain a fituation in the Caftle; and on the firit favour-
able opportunity to convey Aurelia from thences This Nicola

-
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promifed to perform; and taking leave, fet out for the Calle
where arriving in fafety, he went to perforin a benevolent vify, ,
ke was accultomed to doevery evening jrevious to retiring to r’:ﬂ

Inthe mean time, as fcon as the Catle was buried in fileng
the Baron repaired to the chamber of Aurelia, to whom Ly ¢
grees he broke tie news of her hufband’s death,  Aurelia p
fooner became acquainted with the fatal fecret, than fhe fell bag
on lur pillow in a ftate of infenfibility, in which fituation th
Baron was about to gratify his bafe defires, when a hoilow groa
appalled his coward hearr. The figuic of Matilda glided befor
bim, and looking fternly on him, vaniftied in air. For fome mo
ments he remained transfixed with hirror; but at length re
covering fiom his terror, r\u_rel_ia, having become fenfible, h(
made a formal deciazation of his paffion; but fhe rejeéted bi:

ropofal with fcorn. Enraged at her firmnefls, the Baron feizec
ﬁcr with favage fury, and was about to force her to his wifhes,
when a feeret panncl opening in the chamber, the deceafed Count
Ludovico ood before himy and keeping his eves fixed flernly on
him, rctoved through another panrel in the chamber.  Aurclia
no tocher recognized the well-known features of her bufband,
than fhe gave a loud leream, and fell with her face to the ground;
whillt the perfidivus Baren flued immoveable, his eyes diftorted,
and vach paticuiar b upraited ¢ hike quills upon the fretful
porcupine,™  From this ftate of torpidity he was foon roufed by
the fudden entiance of Satanio and his party, who having taken
the Cadtie by farprize, bore him and Aurclia captives to their cave,

In tiic » ean tine Nicola, having, as we have beiore mentioned,
gone to pay his utual no&turnal vilit, entered the chamber, where
he had corveyed Ludovico on the night of his fuppofed murder
in purfuance of the Baron's orders. '

Here it will be proper to inform the readers, that Nicola, on
entering the apartment, to 1emove the body, found the County
who was flightly wounded, in a flate of infenfibility, owing
to the quanuty of bluod he had loft. Convinced, therelore, of
the poffibility of his recovery, he removed him to the chamber
adjacent to that which Auielia occupied, where he kept him
clofe, and brouglt him fuch ncceffarics every eveningas he might
ftand in need of for the enfuing day. As foon as the Count was
pcom'ed. he informed him of the pesfidy of his coufin, which
intelligence he received with aftonithment and horror; and it was
with the utmoft difficulty that Nicola prevailed on him to remain
in obfturity. Inthis folitary manner he paﬁ his days for nearly
four years, without once enjoying the fight of day, or any living
creature, befides the faithful Nicola, who, as fcon as the inha-
bitants of the Caftle were buried in the arms of fleep, ufed to
]“d}‘m into the garden, where they were wont to walk together
for ieverai hours, in order to crjoy the benefit ¢f the air; at the
expiration of which period he conduted himn back to his chamben
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and having taken leave, would return to his own apartinent for
the remainder of the night.

Nicola, on entering the chamber, to his no fasall atonithment,
fourd it empty. Alarmed at this unexpefled ciicumftance, he
calltd on his wame, but in vain, A thoufand ideas, ecach one
more alaming than the firft, prefented themfelves to his dif
ordered fancy; and he was jult about to leave the apartment in
fearch of the Count, whom he naturally concluded to have fallen
into the hands of the Baron, when Ludovico entered from the
adjacent chamber, pale and difordered, and throwing himfelf on
an ancient couch, (which, together with a broken table, and
fome tattered hangings, was the only furniture the room had to
boaft of,) he remaincd for fome moments totally filent 5 but at
length recovering from his emotion, he told Nicola, that being
unable to fleep, Ee had left his couch with the view of fetching
a book from the library, when, on opening the fecrct pannel
which hie had fiewn him, he beheld the Baron in the aétion of
forcing a lady to his wifhes, but whofe features he was unable
to recognile, as the room, which was large and fpacious, was
illumined only by the glimmering of a folitary Jamp. ¢ At
firft,” centinued the Count, ¢ 1 frunk back, appalled with
horror ; but recolle@ing that the circumftance of my death was
univerfally believed, I vefolved on pafling the Baron in fuch a
manner as to make himn imagine he had feen my fpe€tre. The
attempt, I own, was bold and hazardous ; howcver, as I never
relinquifhed a refolution when once formed, I cvoffed the roum
with flow and folerin fteps, keeping my eyes fixed Rernly on his
face. This had the defired effect; the guilty monfter became
transfixed with horrorye nor moved from his pofition, but kept his
eye fixed for fuveral moments on the pannel through which I re-
tired on the oppofite fide. After he had loft fight of me, which
I plainly perccived through a crevice in the wainfcot, 1 fhould
have ftaid longer, to watch his motions, had not the trampling
of icet, and the found of many voices, which feemed drawing
necar the chamber, alarmed me. Unwilling to be difcovered, [
turned from the pannel 3 and muft own that the fight of you, on
entering my apartment, afforded me no finall confolation.” The
Count had no fooner finifhed his nairation, than Niccla propofed
his leaving the Caftle immediately, and repairing to the cave of
the Great Devil, left the Baron, on recovering from his furprife,
ard fufpeling fome ftiatagem, fhould caufe the Caftle to be ex-
plorcd. The Count, convinced of the jultnefs of his apprehen-
fion, readily acquiefced, and firding all quiet, they fet out im-
mediately, to put their fcheme in cxecution. Nicola being per-
fc@lly acquainted with all the fecret avenues of the Caftle, they
foon paft the gate of the gloomy manfion in fafety, which having
effeQted, they purfucd their journey ; but had not proceeded far,
before they tound themfelves furrounded by a party of Satanio’s
banditti, who inftantly Liurried them off to their cave, without

B
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piving Nicola an opportunity of di‘covering himfelf. On q)

anival, Satanio having ictited to reft, Nicola and Ludovico “.“,:
confined in frparate recetles in the rock until the norning, whey
they were fummoned beiore the tribunal 3 Satanio always makin

it a praftice tb try the prifoners he had taken on the over night
the enfuing morning. As foon as Nicola and Ludovico were cop.
dufted into a rude kird of hall, carved out of the folid rock
which Satanio terined the Hall of Juftice, they found the Baro::
and Aurelia alfo in the power of the Great Devil.  The furprife
was mutual on both fides : but Aurelia no fooner faw the Count,
than the gave a feream of joy, and rufhed into his aims.  Satanio
ordered his attendants to part them, which they at length with
fome difficulty ¢ffelted: but they had no fooner dore this, than
the Connt and Awelia threw themfelves at the” feet of Satanio,
and having informed him of the aflinity they bore to each other,
they laid open the who'e of the Baron’s perfidy, at which Satanio
became fo much enraged, as to oider the avengers of juttice to
proceed to the immediate trial of the captive Baron, againft
whom Nicola proved the moft fubftantial witrefs.  The charges
againit the latier keing fully proved, Satanio pafied the following
fentence 3 that the Baron fhould fuffer immediate death from the
hands of the Count and Awelia, who (hould obtain their liberty
en condition of becoming his exccutioners.

T e fentence was no fooner pronounced, than two of the ban.
dizti put a loaded piftol into the hands of the Count and his lady,
whom they placed in the middle of the hall at ¢qual diitances,
which dene, they bound an handkerchief over the eyes of the
Baron, and leading him into the middle, bade him make his
pracs with God, which having dene, Sutanio gave the ﬁgnal,
wihen the Count and Aurelia both fired at once. ~ A ball entered
kis left fide, and he tell to the ground.  The Count immediately
tovk the handkerchiel from his eyes; they were diftorted with
the agonies of duath.  The guilty wietch fqueezed the hand of
his in‘ured coufin, and giviag him a written manufeript, he im-
ploted his pardon, ava that ot Au:clia, which they having granted,
e was fvized with vident convallions, and foon after expired.
As fosn as the body was removed, the Count, at the requeit of
Saranio, cpenad the manufcript, which the decealed Baron had
siven him. 1t was a tull and ample confeffion of the enonmities
he had been guilty ofy and fiated, that, in confejuence of having
conceived an inceituous paffion for her fider, Le had condemned
1:i5 ll-fated contort, and her infant, to an untimely end, and had
puried them under the ftairs of the fouthern turret. Not (atif-
fed with tivis, it 1arther ftated, that the Baron, ftimulated by re-
vengy, hal cau‘ed the young Count and his fervant to be feized
by Starambino, the Chict of the Banditti, with whom, ever fince
his ictara from the war, he had held a fecret correfpondence s
and that the latter, having taken a liking to Bianco, (the fer-
vanty) he married her; and having no children of their own,
Auzuitus was brought up as tieir fon ; and on the deceal: of
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Starombino, fucceeded him as Chicf of the Banditti. The Count
no fooner came to this part, then Satanio gave a loud ary, and:
exclaiming, ¢ Oh, my fathar! Ob, my mother!™ fell on the
ground before Aurdlia and her aflonifhed hutband, who could
fearcely give credance to the words they had hawd; but, on
looking into the manufcript, every doubt was removed ; as they
found that, onaffuming the fituation of his veputed father, he had
taken the name of Satanio, ar, The Gieat Devil, for the reafuns
which has been afligned in the forcgoing part of this nanative,
Convinced of the reality of their happine(s, they raifed Satanio,
now Auguftus Rudolpho Ludavico, and aliernitely embraced
him, At length, their traniports being fubfided, if was agreed,
that Satanio thoukd refign his commifiion in favour of fome of his
comrades, and return with the-Count and Aurelia ro the Caitle
of Morbano, which, as the Baron had died without itlue, of
right deveived to them.  This being fertled, Ludovico and his
Lady, Satanio and Nicola, fet cut on their retwrn to the Cattle,.
and arrived about noun at the cottage of Barbara, who con-
gratulated them on the happy iluc of their adventures ; and gave
the following Tale into Satanio’s haed.,

Near Genoa's fam'd city, in rocky retieat,
A Banditti redoubted did dwell;
They laugh'd, and they fung, they drank, and they cat:;
Full oft their foe woifled, but pever weve beaty - 7
And tl.m‘ robbers by trade, yet the Four neer did cheat,
But made the rich pay for it welis

Satanio their chiel was, the talk of the day;

No one with him for worth cou’l compaie;
He was valiant, true-hearted, good-natur’d, and gay;
But, the® nam’d the Great Devil, was good in his way 3.
And if you'll believe what old Barbara doth fay,

Of fon:e great man no doubt is the heir.

Then let's hope that the Devil may yet have his due,
That exch tub on it’s bottom may ftand ;
That all fianderous tongues may he tore’d to fpeak teue;.
A Lawyer be honet, and upright a Jew;
The foe of his country be doom'd 1o l ok blue,.
Arnd peace and goud-will hail the land,

The verfes of Nicola's mother received the approhation of the
whole company, who, after they had taken a litile refrehment,
refumed their journcy, and anived ia fafety at the Cultle-of Mor-
bano. In afhort time after this, Satanio having, thro’ the in-
terelt of his father, obtained a five pardon from the N:apolitan
court, he was deciared (Llc heir to tiie pofffitons of the d:ceated
Baron Rudulphe, and marvying foon aiter a lady of rank and
fortune, hedometticated histelf at thz Catile, and, by the whole:
of his condu&, proved tha a grear Divil may becorme a goad Mus..

-



THE OLD ABBLEY T'ALE,
BY DR. DRAKE.

THE iafl 1ays of the fetting- fun yet lingered on the mountajy,
which turrounded the diftrict of —=¢ when Edward pt
Courtenay, atter two fatiguing campaigus on the plains of Fian.
ders, in one of which the galiant Sidney fell, re-cutered his na.
tive village, toward the end of Auguit 1587. He had loft kis
tarher a feer nonths before Lis departure for the coutinent 5 a fofs
vhich Bad occafioned him the mott fevere ailliCtion, and had in.
duced him, thus early in life, to feck, amid thedinof arms, and
tie iplendonr of military parade, a paufe frem painful recolletion,
Time, howeer, though it had mitigated the firlt poignant eme.
ticns of giiefy, had not fubdued the tender feelings of regret and
forrew 5 and the wdl-known ohjedls of his early childhoo:l, and
his oprning youth, affociated as they were with the [ilutary pre.
cepts and fond alfellion of the belt of perents, awakened in his
mind a train of melancholy yet foothing thoughts, as with flow
und paufing Aeps he moved along the venerable avenue of trecs
<hich led 1o his paternal manfion.  Twilight had, by this time,
wiapt every ohjelt in a veil of plealing obfcurity : all was hufhed
in the folteft repofe; and the maflinefs of the foliage under which
he pafled, and the magnitude and folitary grandeur of his Gothic
halls, impreflad the imagination of Edward with decp fenfations
of folemnity and awe. T'wo grey-headed fervants, who had lived
for near half a century in the family, received their young matter
at the gate; and, while the tears trickled down their withered
checks, expreffed with ardefs fimplicity their joy, and blefled the
return of the fon of their ancient benefalior.

After fome :ficflionate enquirics concerning the neightouring
viilagers, and the families of thefe olt wen, Edward expreffed
his intention of walking 1o the Abbey of Clunedale, which lay
about a mule diflant from the houle : his filial alfe&tion, the pen-
five retrofpedl of events endeared to memory, the fweetnefs and
tranquiliity of the cvening, and that enthufiafin fo congenial to
the beft emoti:ns of the heart, gave birth to the with of lingering
a few moments over the tarf which covered the remains of his
beleved patents.  Scarcely, however, had he intimated this re-
foluticn, when the ghaitly palenefs which overfpread the counte-
ninces of jus domeitics, and the difmay that fat on their features,
afured kim that fomething extraordinary was connelted with the
determinaticn he had adopted 5 and, on enquiry, his terrifizd
fervants informied him, though with fome confufion and relut-
ance, that for fome months pait, they and the ceuntry round had
been alarmed by ftrange fights and noifes at the abbey, ard that
1o one_durft approach the place after fun-fet. Edward, fmiling
at the fupeifliticus fears cf his attendacts, which he attributed
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folely ta their ignorance, and their love for-the marvellous, af-
furcd them he entertained no apprehenfion for the event, and that
he hoped fhortly to convince them that their alarms were altogether
unfournded. Saying this; he tuined into the great avenue § and,
firiking off to the left, foen reached the river, on whofe winding
barks a pathway led to the abbey, .

This venerable ftruéture had been furrendered to the rapaciry
of Henry the Eighth in 1:40; and, having been partly unroofed
during the fame year, had experienced a rapid decay. It conti-.
pued, however, along with the facred ground adjoining to it, to
be adepofitary for the dead; and part of the family of the Courrea.
nays had, for fome centuries, repoled in vaults built on the out-
fide of the great welt entrance of the church.  In a fpot adjacent
to this ancient cemetry Jay alfo the remains of the father of
Edward ; ard hither fil:al piety was now condufling the young
warricr, as the gathering fhades of evening dropped their deep
grey tm's on all around. '

‘Iie folemn fillnefs of the air; the tremulous and uncertain
light threugh which ¢very. objett appeared ; the foothing murmur
of the water, whofe diitant track could be difcovered only by the-
white vapour which hovered on its furface; together with the
fedate ana (weeping movement of the melancholy owl, as it failed
flowly and conipicuoully down the valley; all had a natural
tendency to produce 2 ttate of mind more than ufually fufceptible
of awfu] impreffions. Over Edward, pre-difpof-d to ferious reflec-
tivn by the facred purport of his vifir, they exerted a powerful
dominion; and he entered the precinéts of the abhey in deep me-
diration on the poffibility of the re-appearance of the departed.

The view of the abbey, too, difmantled and falling fat to de~
cay, prefented an image of departed greatnefs admirably calcua.
laied to awaken recolletion of the mutability and tranfient nature
of all-human pofleions. Its fine Gothic windows ard arches
ftreamming with ivy, were only jult perceptible through the dutk
as Edward reached the confecrated ground ; where, kreeling
down at the tomb of hLis father, he remained for 'fome tim: ab-
forbed jn_the tender indulgence of forrow. Having clofed, how-
cver, his pious petitions for the foul of the decealed, he was rife
ing fiom the haliowed would, and about to re-trace his-pathway
homewards, when a dun light, glimmering fremiamid the ruins,.
arrclted his ateention.  Greatly ailonilhed ac a phznomenon fo-
fingular, ard fuddenly calling to remembraiice the ghaftly appear«
arce and fearful reports made by his fervants, he ticed for fome
moments rivetted to the fpot, with his eyes fixed on the light,.
whicl: flill continued to gleam fteadily, though faintly, from the
fame quarter. Determined, however, to aftertain from what
caufe it proceeded, and almolt athained of the childith apprebens
fions he had betrayed, he cautioufly, and withuut making the
leatt noife, approache! the weft entrance of the church: here the
light, however, appeared to iffue fiom the cheir; which being at

]
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a confiderable diftance, and toward the other end of the building
he glided along its exterior, and paffing the refeftory and chapur:
houfe, re-entered the church by the fouth portal near the choir,
With footfteps Iight as air, he moved along the damp and moul.
dering pavement : while pale rays, gleaming from afar, faintly
olanced on the fhafts of fome pillars feen in diftant perfpeflive
own the great aifle. Having now entered the choir, he could
diftin&ly perceive the place from whence the light proceeded ; and,
on approaching fill nearer, dimly diftinguifhed a human form
kneeling oppofite to it. Not an accent, however, reached his
car; and, except the ruftling noife occafioned by the flight of
fome night-birds along remote parts of the ruin, a deep and aw.
ful filence prevailed.
The curiofity of Ccurten’.}y being now ftrongly excited, though
mingled with fome degree of apprehenfion and weonder, he deter-
mined to afcertain, if poffible, who the franger was; and from
what motives he vifited, at fo unufual an hour, a place fo folitary
and -defurted.  Pafling, therefore, noifelefs, among onc of the
fide aifles, feparated frem the choir by a kind of elegant lattice-
work, he at length ftood parallel with the fpot where the figure
was fituate, and had a perfedt fide- view of the object of his fearch.
Tt appeared to be a middle-aged man, whe was kneeling on a
white marble (lab near the great altar, and before a fmall niche
in the fcrcen which divides the choir from the eaft end of the
church. In the niche was placed a lamp and crucifix. He had
vound him a coarfe black garment, bound with a leather girdle,
but no covering on this head ; and, as the light gleamed on his
featares, Edward was fhocked at the defpnir that lcemed fixed in
their expreffion. His hands were clafped together, hiseyes turned
toward heaven, and heavy and convulfive fighs at_intervals ef-
<aped from his bofom ; while the bieeze of night, lifting at times
kis difordered bhair, added peculiar wildnefs 10 a countenance
which, theush elegamiy woulded, was of ghaftly palenefs, ard
had a fternnsts end feverity in its afpel, and every now and then
ditplayed fuch an acute fenfe of .confcions guiir, as chilled the
beholder, and almoft fuppreifed the rifiny emotions of pity. Ed-
ward, who had impatiently witneffed this extraordinary fcene,
was about to addrets the unhappy man ; when groans, as from a
fpiritin torture, and which fzemed to rend the very bolom from
which they iffued, prevented bis intention, -and he beheld the mi-
ferable franger protrate in ageny on the marble.” In a few mi-
nutes, howsver, he arole ; and, drawing from hencath his gar«
oent an untheathed fword, held it firetched in his hands toward
heaven, while his countenance affymed fiill deeper marks of hor-
rory and his cyes glared with the lightning of frenzy. At this
inftant, when, appichenfive for the event, Edward deemed it
highly neceffary to interfere, and was ftepping forward with that
view, his porpofe wis fuddenly anefted by the found of diftant
wubt; which, flealicg along the remote parts of the.abbey, in
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notes that breathed a foothing and delicious harmeny, feemed the
work of enchantment, or to arife fiom the viewle(s harps of fpi-
vits of the bleft, Over the agitated foul of the (tranger, it ap-
peared to diffufe the balm of peace! His _features became lefs
rigid and fern ; his eyes affumed as milderexpre flion; he croffed
his arms, in meek fubmiffion, on his'hofom : and, as the tones,
now fwelling with the richeft mclody of heaven, now tremuloufly
dying away inaccents of the moft ravifhing fieetnefs, approached
ftill nearer, the tears Rarted in his cyes 3 and, courfing down his
cheeks, bathed the deadlyinftrument yet gleaming in his gratp.
This, however, with a heavy figh, he now placed in a niche;
and, bowing gently forward, feemed to pray devoutlf-. The
convulfions which had fhaken his frame cealed ; tranquillity fate
on his brow ; while, in ftrains that mlted intololy rapture every
haifh enotion, the fame celeftial mufic fill paffed along the air,
and filled the compafs of the ahhe{.

Courtenay, whofe every faculty had been nearly abforbed
through the influence of this unfecn mintirelfy, had yet witneffed
with fincere pleafure the favourable change in the mind and coun«
tenance of the fianger, who (il knelt betore the lamp ; by whofe
pale light he beheld a peifet sefignation tranquillize thole fea-
tures which a few minutes before had been ditorted by the ftrug-

les of remorfe : for fuch had been the foothing and falutary
effe@s of harmony, in allaying the perturbations of a wounded
and felf-accufing fpirit, that Hope now cheated the bofom fo re-
cently the manfion of Defpair.

While Edward, in facred regard to the nobleft feelings of hu-
manity, forebore to interrupt the progrefs of emctions fo friendly
td viitue and conirition, the mufic, which had. gradually, and
with many a dying clofe, breathed fainter and fainter on the ear,
now, in tones that whifpered peace and mercy, and which
founded fweet as the accents of departed fainits, melted into air,
and deep filence again pervaded the abbey.  This, however, con-
tinued not long ; fur, ina few moments, was heard the echo of
light fooifleps 3 and prefently, Courtenay, by the glimmering
olg the Jamp, indiﬂinéfly beheld fome objet which, gliding ra-
nidly up the choir, moved toward the fpot wlhcie the fivanger was
yet kneeling.  His aftonifhment was increafed, when, on its ap-
proaching nearer, he could perceive the foim of 3 young and ele-
gant woman! She was cloathed perfectly in white, except where
the veft was bound by a black zone; and over her fhoulders flow..
ed, negligently, a profufion of light brown hair. A fmile of the
moft winning {weetnefs played on her feawures 3 though the dewy
luftre of her eye, and the tears that lingered on her cheek, revealed
the fiuzgles of the heart. The firanger, who had rifen at hee
approach, embraced her with the moft affe. ionate emotion : the
weie both filent, however; znd both, now knecling on the marbz
flab, employed fome time in prayer. Nothing cver appeaved to
Courtenay jmore interefing than the countenance of this beautiful
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young woman, thus lizhted up by all the fenfibility of acyte fee|
ing: hereyes bathed in tears, and lifted toward heaven, beamp,

forth an expreflion truly angelic : while the exquifite delicae :
her complexion and features, over which the penfive gracﬂia

diffufed their moft fafcinating charms, together with the ﬁmpli{
city and energy of her devotion, as with clafped. hands and trem
bling lips fhe implored the affiftance of the Divine Spirit, forme
a pilture worthv of the canvas of Raphael.

E.ward now {aw before him the caufe of thole rumours and feags
which had been circulated with fo much induitry in the neigh
houihood : for, fince the appearance of this amiable young wo.
man, he had been perfellly convinced that the mufic, to which k
had lately liflened with fo much rapture, had its origin with her,
In a ftill night, thefc founds might be heard to fome diftance
and, together with the giinunering of the light, would occafion
no (mall alarm to the peatant who thould happen -ag that time tc
be pafling rear the abbey, and shofe apprehenfions, thus excited,
migit calily crvate fome imaginary being, the offspring of igno.
rance and terror: or, puhaps, fome pilgrim, more darin
than the vefl, had penetrated the interior of the ruin, and had
probably beheld one of the very friking figures now prefent to his
cyes. This, without farther enquiry, he had deemed—what,
indeed, would at firft Le the furmile of any fpetatoi—fome vifion
of another world ; and bad thus ftrengthened the fuperftition of
the country, und prote&ed the feclufion of the ftrangers.

As thele refleions were pafling through his mind, the inte-
reflingobjeéts which gave them birth had rilen fiom their kneeling
potture ; and, after interchanging looks of mingled gratitude
and delight, were arm in arm retiring from the facred marble;
when Edward, whofe cagemefs to difcover the motives of the
elder tranger's condut had been greatly augmented fince the ap-

earance of his fair companion, determined, if poffible, to trace
them to the place of their abode.  Entering the choir, therefore,
by one of the iateral doors, he followed them with flow and filent
footiteps ; pre.erving fuch adiftance as, he thought, might pre-
vert the lamp from revealing his perfon. He had purfued them
in this masner, unobferved, through the choir; but, on their
fuddeniy turning, at an acute angle, to enter the cloifters, the
light, ftreaming faintly on his figure, difcovered him to the
younger ftranger ; who, uttering a loud fhriek, leaned trembling
on the arm of her friend.

Courtenay, now immediately rufhing forward, endeavoured
tb allay their apprehieniions, by informing them of his name and
place of refilence, and the motives which had, at this time of
nigh', !ed him to vifit the abbey. He told them, that filial picty
haring drawn him to the tombof his father, he had very unex-

edly perceived a light in the interior of the building, which
exciting his curiofity, and corroborating«the reports of
the-country, ‘he 2:ad endeavoured to afcertain its%aufe, and in fo
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doing had difcovered the attitude and employment of the elder
itranger, who, together with his fair attendant, rather increafing
than mitigating his aftenithment, he had atterapted, by following
them at a diflance, to afcertain their abode, it.being his intene
tion, at fome future peried, to folicit an explanation of what he
had now witneffed.

While Edward was yet {peaking, a ghaitly palene’s overfpread
the countenance of the clder firanger ¢+ it was momentary, how-
every for, foon refuming ,.)ia rran(}uiility, he addreffed Courtenay
in alow but firm tone of voice.” ¢ I am forty, Sir,” faid he,
¢ to have vccalioned, by iy partial refidence here, fo much ap-
preheniien among the inhabitants of your village; butas [have
reafons for wifthing concealment, at leaft for atime, [ have thought
it neceffary, though acquainted with their fears, not to undeceive
them. But, with you, I know already I can have no motives
for difguife; for, though, from great change of feature, brought
on by decp forrow, and great change of apparel, 1 have hitherto
¢fcapud your recognition, you will find, by and by, that we were
formerly better acquainted.  In the mean time, T will condudt
you to the fpot we inhabit ; where, fhould you wifh for an expla-
nation of the extraordinary fcenes you have been a fpeftator of
this night, the recital, though it will colt me many firuggles,
Mhall be given you; and I do this, frange as it may now found
to you, aftuated by the recollettion of palt friendfhip.™ Having
faid this, he and his beautiful partrer, who had liftened with al-
moft as much furprife as Edward to an addre(s fo unexpsfled,
moved flowly on; and Courtenay, occupied in fruitlefs conjelture,
followed in filence.

They paffed alorg a larze porticn of the cloifters, whofe per-
fpetive, as feen by the drcary light of the lamp, had a fingularly
awful effeft; and then afcending fome fleps, entered what is
called the dormitory, and which was carried over this part of the
abbey to a confiderable diftance. Here, intwo fmall chambers,
where the roof remained fufficiently cntire, were acouple of beds,
and a finall quantity of neat furniture; and here the firanger,
paufing, invited Edward to enter. ¢ Thele rooms," obferved
he, ““are my occafional habitation, for at lealt twice a week, dur-
ing the night.  But, before I commence thie melancholy nairative
ct my crimes and fuffcrings, I will endeavour to recall your e
colletion to your companion in arms on the continent : for this
purpofe, I will retire for a few minutes, and put on the drefs 1
wually come hither in ; the habit you now fre on me being merely
aflumed, after reaching this place, as beft fuited to the fituation
of my mind, to the penitence and humiliation that await me
bere.,™ His tone of fpeaking, as he thus addieffed Courtenay,
was perceivably altered, being much more open and full than be-
fore ; and brought to Edward’s ear a voice he had been accuftomed
to, though he could not at the moment appiopriate it to any in.
dividual of his acquaintance. During his abfence, his amiable
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companion, who had not perfcftly recovered from the alapm into
which fhe had been thrown by Courtenay's intrufion, fat filent
ard referved ; until Edward, obferving lome manuftript mufic
in the room, ventured to enquire if the exquifite perfermance he
had lifteried to with fo much delight in the abbey had not origi.
nated with her? A deep figh, at this quefhion, cfcaped her bos
fom ; and her eyes filked with tears, while in tremuious accents
fhe replied—That, owing to the great iclicf and fupjort her bro.
ther experienced from mufic, fhe always accompanicd him to this
rlace, and that it was a fource of the purcft happinefs to her to
»e thus able, through the medium of her harp and voice, to al~
leviate and footh his furiows. For this purpole, the intrunent
was left at the abbey ; and was placed in that part of the ruin
where it’s tones were beft heard, and produced the moft pleafing
effe@. At this inflant, the door opening, the ftranger cntered,
cloathed in 2 mourning military undrefs, and bearing a taper in
his hand. He placed himfelf, the light gleaming fteadily on his
countenance, oppofite Courtenay, who involuntanly ftarted at his
appearance. ‘¢ Do you not remcmber,™ he exclaimed, ¢ the
officer who was wounded by your fide at the battle of Zutphen 2™
—¢ My God ! cried Edward, ¢ can it be Clifford 2*'—¢¢ The
fame, my friend, the fame,™ he replicd ; ¢ though afflition has
anticipated, on my features, the charaQers of age. You behold,
Courtenay, the moft uafortunate, the moft miferable of menl
Bat let me not pain my fweet Caroline, by the recital of fally
which- nave alieady wounded, almoft to diffolution, her ten.
der heart. We will walk, my friend, into the abbey; us Ai¥Ve
ful gloom will better fuit the dreadful tale I have to unfold.™
Saying this, and p:omifing his filter to return in a few ‘minutes,
they defcended into the cloifters, und from thence, through the
choir, into the body of the church. : )
The tranquillity’ of the night, and the light and refrefhing
breeze that yet lingered amid the ruin, and fwept through its
long withdrawing aifles, were unavailing to mitigate the agita-
tion of Clifford, as with trambling footfleps he paifed z2long the.
choir. ;
. % Oh, my friend 1" he exclaimed, ¢ the fpitits of thofe T have
injured hover near us! Beneath thiat marble {lab, my Courtenays
on which you faw me kneel with fo much horror and remorfe, res
pafe the rclics of 3 beloved wife, of the moft amiable ot her fex,
and who owes her death—God of mercy-! regifter not the deed—
to the wild fuggeftions of my jealoas frenzy 1™ While thus fpeak-
ing, he huriied rapidly forward toward the weftern part of the
abbey ; and here Clifford, refuming more compolure, proceeded
in bis narrative. . ¢ You may probabiy recolle&, about:a twelve-
month 2gu, .thy,.obtaining .leave of the Earl of Leiceiles: to vifit
s : L csme, my friend, on a faral errand. [ learned,

w the medium of -an: officipus relation, that my wife, my
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beloved Matilda, of whofe aftc@ion and accomplithments you have
frequently heard me fpeak with rapture, had attached hertelf to a
young man who had vifited in the neighbourhood of my efiate ae
C——n; but that the had lately removed, for the fummer months,
to a finall houfe and farm I poffefs within a mile or two of this
abbey ; and that here, likewife, lhe continued to receive the at-
tentions of the young ftranger.  Fired by reprefentations iuch as
thefe, and racked with cureless jealoufy, I returned to England in
difguife, ard found the report of my. relation the theme of coin-
mon converfation in the county. It was on the evening of a fine
fummer’s day that I reached tie hamlet of G ; and, with
a trembling hand, and palp:tating heart, knocked at my own door.
The fervant informed e, that Matilda had walked toward the
abbey. I immediately took the fame voute. T'he fun had fet,
the grey tints of evening had wrapt every obje& in uniform re-
pote: the moon, however, was rifing 3 and in a fhoi t time, filvered
part of the ruin and its neighbouring trevs. I placed myfelf in
the fhadow of onc of the buttrefies; and had not waited®long, ere
Matilda, my beautiful Matilda, appeaied, leaning on the arm of
the ftranger. You may conceive the extieme agitation of my
foul at a {pe@acle like this: unhappily, revenge was, at the in-
flant, the predominating vmotion ; and, ruthing {orward withm
fword, I called cn the villain, as I then thought him, to defend
himfelf., Shocked by the fuddennefs of the attack, and the wild
impetuofity of my manner, Matilda fell infenfinly on the earth;
and only recovered recolletion, at the moment when my faord had
pierced the bofom of the firanger, through whafe guard I had
bioken in the firit fury of the affault, With (hricks ot agony and
defpair fhe {prang towards the muidered youth; and, falling on
his body, exclaimed—*¢¢ My brother ! my dear, dear brother I'

¢«¢ Had all nature fallin m diffolution aroun:d me, my aftonith-
ment and horvor could nat have been greater than what I fele
from thefe words. The very marrow {roze in my bones; and I.
ftoud fixed to the ground, an image of defpair and guilt! - Mean<
time, the life blocd of the unhappy Walfingham ebbed faft away,
and he expired at my fect, and in the arms of his beloved fifter ;
who, at this event, perhaps fertunately for us both, relapled into
a ftate of infinfibility. My "own ecmnctions, on recovering from
the ftupor into which I had been thrown, were thofe, I believe,
of frenzy; nor can I now dwell on them with fafety, nor without
a partial derelition of intelicét.  Suffice it to fay, that I had fuf-
ficient prefence of mind left to apply fur afliflance at the neareft
cottage; and that the haplefs victis of my fo:ly were at length
conveyed to'the habitation of Matilda., Arother dicadful fcene
awaited hei—the recognition of hier hufband, as the murderer of
her brother! This, threugh the attntion of muy fiiends, for I
myfelt was incapabie of afting with ratienality, was for fofne time
puitpored. It came, 2t length, however, through the agonies of
my remorfe and centrition, to her knowledge: and two months
lave fearce elapfed, fince I placed her by the fide of her poor
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brother; who, atthe fatal moment of our rencountcr, had.not been
many months returned from the Indics, and was in perfon a perz
fe& ‘Granger to your friend. Bencath that marble flab they refi,
wy Courtenay ; and ere this, 1 believe, and through the medium
o(ymy own lawlefs hand, I fhould have partaken of their grave,
had not my beloved fifter, my amiable and gentle Caroline, ftep.
ped in, like an.angel, between her brother and.del!r:u& ion.
¢ Singular as it may appear, the greateft fatisfaltion I now re.
ceive, is from fiequent vifits to the tomb of Matilda and her
brother ; there, over the reliques of thofe 1 have injurcd, to im.
plore the mercy of an offended Deity.  Such, however, are the
nies I fuffer, from the recolle@ion of my crime, that even this
vefource would be denied me, were it not for the intervention of
the powers of mufic : partial I have ever been to this enchanting
art; and am indebted to it for the mitigation and repreflion of
feclings that would otherwife exhauft my thattered frame. You
have witneffed the fevere flruggles of remorfe which at times agi-
tate, this affliCted heart; you have likewife feen the foothing and
falutary effeéts of ‘harmony. My Carolinc's voice and harp have
thus repeatedly lulled to repofe the fever of a wounded fpirit; the
workings, nearly, of defpair. A flate of mind friendly to de-
votion, and no longer at war with itfelf, is ufually the effe&t of
her fweet and pathetic ftrains: it is then I think myfelf forgiven;
it is then I feem to hear the gentle accents of my Matilda, in con-
ceit with the heavenly tores; the whifper of eternal peace, and
fenfations of unutterable pleafure, fteal through every nerve.
¢ When fuch is the refult, when peace and piety are the off-
fpring of the a&, you will not wonder at my vifits to this me-
lancboly ruin. Soon as the thades of evening have fpread their
fricndly covert, twice a week, we haften hither from our cottage;
a feere fimilar to what you have been a fpe&tator of to-night
takes place; and we retire to reft in the little rooms which we
have rendered habitable in the dormitory.  In the morning, very
cariy, we quit the houfe of penitence and prayer; and fuch is the
dread which the occaiional glimmering of lights, and the founds
of dittant mufic, have given birth toin the country, that nune but
our fervant, who is fsithful to the fecret, dare approach near the
place: we have fonfequently, hitherto, fave by yourfelf, remained
undifcovered, and even unfufpcéted.
¢ Such, my fricnd, is the hiftery of my crimes and fuffer-
ings; and fuch are the caufes of the phenomena you have beheld
to night. But fee, Courteray, my lovely Caroline'—fhe, to
whom, under Heaven, 1 am indebted for any portion of tran-
quillity I yet enjoy, is approaching to meet'us. I can difcern
ha;;-, by the whitenels of her rabes, gliding down yon diftant
m c." -
Caroline had become apprchenfive for her brother; and had
flolen frem the dormitory, with the view of ckecking a conver-
fation, which fhe was afraid would prove too affcéting for his

-
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fpuits. Edward beheld her, as fhe drew near, rather as a being
from the blefled, the meflenger of peace and virtue, than as
partaking of the {railties of hwmamty. Ii tke beauties of her
perfon had before intercited him in her favor, her conduét towards
the unhappy Clifford had given him the fulleft conviction of the
urity and goodnefs of her heart, of the fliength and energy of
er mind; and, from that moment, ke detenmined, if poflible,
to fecure an intereft in a bofom fo fraught with all that could ex-
alt and decorate the lot of life. : :

He was compelled, however, though rclutantly, to take leave
of his friends for the night, and haftened to remove the extreme
alarm into which his fervants had been thrown by his unexpefted
detention.  They had approached, as near as their fears would
permit them, to the abbey; for, to enter it’s precinfls, was a
deed they thought too dariug for man! and had there exerted all
their ftrength, though in vain, in repeatedly calling him by his
name. It was, therclore, with a joy little fhort of madnefs,
that they again beheld their mafter; who, as foon as thele {ymp-
toms of rapture had futfided, found great difficulty in reprefling
their curionity, which was in full firetch for information from
another werld, }

It may here, perhaps, be neceflary to udd, that time, and the
foothing attentions ot his beloved fiter, reflored at length to pere
feft peace, and to the almoft certain hope of pardon fiom the
Deity, the hitherto agitated mind of Clifford. T can add, alio,
that Time faw the union of Caroline and Edward; and that,
with them, at the hofpitable manfion of the Courtenays, Clifford
pafled the remainder of his days.

THE BRITISH SAILOR’s TALE.

N his third fummer, Henry Randolph was left an orphan. His
uncle, to whofe charge he hud been contigned, pefleffed a mind
fuited to his calling: a culling he dilgraced nofy by attending to
the ditates of juftice or humanity, which he confidered as having
no right to ftigmatize the pratice of thofe, whofe manfions dif-
play to the tearful eye of mifery and want, the lonourable badge
of THE THREE DLUE BALLS,

At the age of fourteen, Henry was placed behind the counter
where, with a difpofition which hore not the fmalleft affinity to
that of his employer, his feclings weve outraged every hour; and
as he was a firanger to artifice, thofe feelings were fure to call
forth the refentment of his uncle.

One day, in particular, a poor woman ertered the fhop with
a thread-bare coat, the only one belonging toa dittreffed hufband,

Cc
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at that time afifted with a fever, and requeited a trifle on it 1o

urchafe fomething that had been ordered to relieve his complain,
T'he youth, fhccked on the petition being refu!t_-d, ftole l’°ll_l'l'J_ to
zhe door, and, as the poox Creature came to it put a Ilull:ng
into her hand, which was all the pocket-money he haq; pro-
mifing, at the fame time, to devote his ‘alluwance from his uncle
to the reliet. of the unfortunate man, till releafed from the pref.
fure of fickreis. The fervent ¢ Heaven blefs your goodnefs 1
reached the ear of his relation, who, in terms ot the upnoﬂ: fe.
verity, reproached the lwwmane Henry, and m.formed him, t_lm
from that moment his door fhould be thut againtt an undutiful
bey, who had dared to adt againft lhe-npc_lmanon o_f thole “.'ho
had kept him from heggary. Thus difmificd by his unfecling
kintiman, whe had been a confiderable gainer by the death ot hisg
brother, Henry, with no earthly tie to prevent him, formed a
refolve of throwing himi!f upon the chance of war. A folitary
guinea was alt that his unprincipled uncle gave him on his de.

arture: the poor woman was neverthelefs remembered, to whom

e dirc&ly haftened, and to relieve whote diitreffes he beftowed
a part of the little in his pofitflion.

At this time Rardolph had reached his cighteenth year. Ems-
barked in a glorious cauic, and poffelled of that firmnefs of mind
which bids defiarce to danger, ke locked forward to the hour of
eugagem:rt, and anticipated the glory of victory., Poor youth!
unavaare that the® vableiled with rank cor fertune, muft never ex.
prit to kucomre famncus for their valour, or to be rewarded ac-
cering to their merit,  But fatal experience at length brought
kome 1o Lis dilappointed breaft the fallacy of building on bra«
very or worth,  He fougiht—ie conquerc¢—and weil merited the
name of a brave Britith feamian—~jyet, notwithanding the wound
of honcur, and the clains of dangerous fervices from a uation
who owed hun much, at the conclufion of the war, he had the
morndicuiz, af inding himfeit diftharged—negletted, money-
Lfs; sand sviendiels! His uncle, during his abfence, had paid tie
debe of rature. The oid man had bezn dete@ud in difhoneft prac-
tizes; the currequence proved his utier ruin and he died of a
beeken bener i the warkbioufe of the paiifh to vrhich ke belonged.
Frevous to iis departure frem the Buitifh thores, Heary cherithed
a1 afeftion tor tue bivomy Nancy Abbot, who being likewife
It an Gptan. while but a child, the neighbours of her departed
parears. vho dd livid Gith eredit, though unbleffed with for-
tuney 123k pry on her nelplels inuotence, 2nd raifed a fubferip-
fi20 among thanttives to precure ber beard, cleathing, and edu-
cxrioa.  Daer benevalenie was rot extended to the unworthy;
she firic Naney, virtuous, amiable, and thankiul, proved the
ceiizht ard pride of her tniends, who, ot length, aited her in
ed: blaling a diveicheol, for which, from ixr guod qualitics, and
excelxot vodalanding, fhie was fo well suited,
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Unlike the world, ever prone to (hrink from the unfortunate,
the Henry of Nancy Abbot returned to enrapture a heart, a
ftranger to falle refinement, and too honeft to difzuife its feclings.

The perfuaiions of the man fhe loved to unite their fortunes,
were not long refifted ; and they very foon confirmed thofe vows
at the facred altar, which no doubt heaven had fmiled upon, and
virtue had approved.

Heory, poffeffed of ftrong natural parts, affited by a common
education, ‘and beaving a min | fraughe with principles which re-
volted at the idea of idlenefs, and too independent to think of
fubfifting, cven by the means of the deaveft objet of liis affeltion,
and partner of his future days, while health and means of appli-
catizn for employment were not withheld, foon procuied to him-
felf an engagement as a poiter in the warchoufe of a wealthy
trader in the city, who, pleafed with the fidelity of his do-
meftic, yery foon procured another undec him, by which means
his fituation becanic eafy and profitable. , o '

About a twelvemonth after their marriagey the amiable Nancy
prefented to the arms of her Henry a (miling cherub! To vifit
the mother and the little Rranger became the firft attention of the
fond father on his return from his daily employment—Enraptured
would he hang over the pillow which gave reft to its lovely check,.
and trace ia hus fleeping babe the features of his beloved ; then,
with clafped hands, and eyes raifed to heaven, while the full tide
of gratitude overwhelimed his heart, would he look up with thank-
fulnefs to that Power who had thus enriched him. Oh! thefe are
joys, known only to the hufband, the parent, and the man! The
white hours of dumeflic.prace and innocence bettow a felicity
unknown to the golien ones of wealth and pomp—The raptuie;
of a little family, arificg from a furety of .reciprocal affcétions,
are more to be prized than all the pleafures of the diffipated great;
procured fiom opera founds, mafquerade extravagaacies, f§eniq
mummery at theie o:va fplendid manfions, and- other expedicnts
equally liglt, vain, and contanptible. ! '

Fiequently would Henry claip his infant daughter to his anns,
and often would he fupplicate heaven to pour down its bleflicgs
on her head, while his a-niable partner united wizh him in the act
of petition, thankfulaets, ani praife. ' ,

Thus comfoited with mutual felicity, year after year paflud on
inafeiies of calm and uninteirupted content; while their Har.-
rict grew up the carling of her pavents, and the admiration of
their fiiends, untii her tivrieeath year ciofed upan that happine(y
which wus fated never to return ! Farewell now 10 innocence and
tranquiling! Ile cup of woe was preparing, and they were
condenned to (wallow the draught of bitternefs. ,

It had been a cuttom with Randolph to celebrate the anniver-
fary of the accelfion of his gracious Monarch to the throne of
Great-Britain,  The laf he had to obferve arriving, this happy
tamily were innocently engized among themfelvess Harriet had

Ca
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teen indulged with the company, of a neighbour’s daughter, about
Ler own age, and the two )gung fulks were tak;q up in thofe
little amufements which enlivén the fportive and blilstul hours of
Yealth and youth, when 2 loud rap at the door made them fart
from their feats 3 and an immed:iate repetition aroufed their ap.
henfion; which Henry pereeiving, he toid them to fear no
arm, as heaven would guard the innocent ; and inttantly ye.
paired to learn the caufe of o rudc_an ::ldrm.

Pitture, ye wio can pifture, diftrels and agony, at that fad
moment when muifery macks the powers of defcription, the feel-
ings of Randolph, when, on opaning the door, he found himifulf
furiounded by a prefs-gang! Initantly they feized upon their de.
fencelels prey, and, wotwithftanding the piercing cries of his
wife, the little Harrier, and her companion, huwrried him away
fram 2 home of peace and comfort, which no felf-reproaches had
everembittered.  In vain did he entreat for a lirtle time to re-
concile his Nancy to the bitternefs of her fate; ftrangers to hu.
manity, and authorifed by the cruel cuftom of their counny, it
did not belong to the horrid bufinefs of thele protefted plunderers
to attend to the wailings of the wife and child. The hufband,
the father, had become theirs, and no other idea than that of in.
#antly conveying him away employed their thoughts.

Denied the mournful privilege of cven a parting embrace,
Henry.could only look back on the convulfions of his wife, and
hear the fereams of his child—without the power of affifting
the one, or comforting the other. He was foon hurried to the
tender, in the unwholefume confines of which . he remained till
the vcffiel dropped down to the Nore, wliere this miterable wretch
was put on board a man of war, which had received failing or-
cers, and immediately departed on its deftined expedition.

The :flitions of Henry were ftiil farther embittered by the
crucl treatment he experienced from his commander, who, want-
ing 1 micd to dileriminate between forrow ard fullennefs, was
continually chuging him with negie® and inattention. The
affifticns of the foul had fo weakened his conditution, as to ren-
der him unable for a tims to a*tend to the impofed dusics of his
miftrable Ration; a iitle intuigence was therefore requetted, ill
ke thould be recovered trom au ilinefs that at that tme eadan-
gered an exitence, which it was his duty, notwithitanding his
fulferings, to endeavour to preferve @ intelligence of his incapa.
city was therefere conveyed to his caprain, wno—to the difgrace
of manhood—aftcr fevercly accufing him of idlenefs and artifices
commanded punifhment as a cure for an emaciated fiame, and an
almoft breaking keart.  Paufk, ye who have ihed your tears for
the fate of theenflaved African, and drop one here for Henrye
Slavery, with ail its fuppofed and real ills, may truly be deemed
¢ funthine to the coleur of &5 fate!™

The cruel orders of his commander were inftantly obeyed, and
the difgraceof public diicipline bore hard vpen the fpirit of Raa<
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dolph ; and hard it cver muft bear on the (pirits of thofe who are
thus made fawes, in order thay they may fight for Brityh
ji‘t‘({fﬂm. Al i
And now the fatal moment arrived, when the re&titude of his
mind began to waver : dilgrace unmarited, had affelted more
than mifery : the ftandard of honour had been fhaken—and, but
for this laft difgrace, he had prepared his mind to mect his couna
try's foe us a Briton ought, notwithftanding his private griefs,
which he had hoped ta medicine by valour, vitory, and reward,
The cxpefavion of a Chriflian and a man had jutt began to
cheer his bofom ; he trufted Providence would prote his Nancy,
and his Harriet, ull it fhould again reRore him to their embraces, .
Dawnings of comfort, how were yeovercafl! Bioffums of -hope,
how were ye blafted!  On the feas of Britannia, the throue of
flavery was eftablithed—and her owa fons crufhed by the cruchy
of unfeeling power, :
The faft departure frum that irreproachable condu® he had
preferved througt lite did not fail to atffe@ him much on recallec-
tion. In the bitternels of his grief he had accnfed heaven with
injuftice—while the profligacy ot thofe avound him had poitored
his principles. One of his fhipmates had found out a way to
purloin liquor from the purfer’s ftores, and had made Randolph
acquainted with his fcheme ; advifing him, at the fame time, to
fullow the example. At firft the unhappy Rardolph larted at the
idea of thett; but, when its criminality was {uftened down b
the fophiltry of falfe argument, he litened, and became guilty ¥
It was not long before his prattices weie difcovered, and he
was condemned to be handcuffed, and chained by the leg on the
forccaftle, where he was kept on fhort allowance.  The petrify-
ing powers of accumuiated difgrace at length hardened bis heart
againtt the fenfe of fhame. It had been rendered hopelefs by the
craelties of his countrymen; and he foon became recqpeiled to
the Hebrew mode of requiting evil with evil,  In a’ fhort time,.
a demand was made on his courage by the hour of aflion and of
dangev : giving, theicfore, one figh tothe remembrance of thofe
of innocence and peace, he ruthed forward on the deck, but not
to his death ; his trials were not yet over,. and the feventy of his
deftiny was as yet untulfilled! Viclory fell to the lot of the ene.
my ; and Randolph was conveyed, with others who furvived the
defperate adtion, with numbers three times fuperior to their own,
to a loathfome prifon, where they remained tll tie conclufion o
the war.  Then they were releafed 3 but their enlargement pro-
cured them only an exchange of mifery. They weie obliged to
apply to a magiltrate for certificates 3 with which, un.culed,
uutriended,. it was their lot to ¢ beg bitter bread through realos
their valour had contributed to fave.” oo
Randulph, once more on his native fhore, applied to his cap--
taia for a certificate of his fervices, who readily recognized um,
and it was granted ; he tberefore made application to the proper.
3
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office at the Navy, to receive his wages; upon which the clerk
turning over his books, informed him that his wages had been
already paid to a perfon who produced what now appeared to be g
forged will and power : of courfe he muit remain with bis claimg
unfatisficd, until he could take the proper tteps for obtaining re.
dre(s. This thoke, heavy as it fell, did not, however, entire]
overcome him. Emaciated with want, anxiety, and fatigue,
but more by thofe mi(givings of the mind, re(peSting the fate of
thofe heloved, and frem whom he had been fo long feparated, he
proceeded, a poor torlorn begger, with trembling fleps, towards
that manfion where ke had left his wife and child. Unhap
man! he knocked at the door, bat ftrangers opened it 4 Mrs,
Nevill, the perfon who then kept the fcroel, informed him, that
all the neighbourhood had kindly adminiftercd to Mrs. Randolph's
velief 3 but her aiflitions becoming too powerful for her mind, in
the courfe of 2 few months, bercft of reafon, fhe gave up that
bring whofe exiftence had been thus imbittered by the cruelties of
war, falling a martyr to‘enormities which the very laws of her
own nation confider as fuch,

The Ipivit-broken Randolph, after a heart-felt groan for the
death of his wify, ventured to inquire after his child, his Har.
siet] ¢ Name hernot!" replied Mrs. Nevill: ¢¢ fhe was a bad
girl, and uaworthy your attention," % Oh I"* continued Henry,
*¢ donot rack me thus! Say the is dead, and 1 will ftrive to
bear the dreadful jntelligence i—But pity, O pity my poor brain!
My loft wife was virtuous and good 3 O fay not her child has

‘ §00d 5 y
been otherwife,” -

Mes. Nevill, who was an advocate for juftice without mercy;
perceiving the ftate of his mird, with a look of great fagacity ob-
Jerved, that it was needlefs to mince the matter; that every good-
parent was not blefled with good children;; ard that it was paitly
owing to fparing the rod while they were young. ‘¢ A lady at
Richmond,™ conrinued this prudent teacher, ‘¢took your daugh-
ter 3s a companion, wnd foolifhly indulged her love for mufic and:
teading. The confequence was, that in the courfe of a few
menths, Harrivt thought fit to runaway from her prote&or, who
has never hesed of her fince. You know your daughter appeared
fome gzars chder than fhe really was : it was no doubt her beauty
atratted regard : feveral gay young fellows vifited at the houfe
and it may naturally be fuppeicd the villzin was among them who
dared her ticm fuch a heedlefs and improper guardian.” Randulph:
<okl hesrnonore ; he ftamped on the ground, and beat his aching:
torchead. (At length,. after a paufe, he looked on his intcliigencery.
petecived her fpirit, and left ber.

He imwediately 1epaired to Richmord; but there his griefs
were rendered Rill more poigrant. Acrriving at the manfion be-
bonging to the former protedior of Lis rvined and loft child, the
1ecvant tock in his name, but ‘quickly returned, with orders for
big: to depart inftantly from the doer, 2s his Jady had. nothing 0
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fay to him. Alas, haplefs parent ! thou wert deftitute of money,
and no doubt the unfeeling domeftic had given his own accoynt of
thy miferable appearance, pi€turing thy‘ countenance, rendered

ale' and fqualid from an almoft brcalgmg heart, as that of a
wretch decply dyed in the myReries of villuny. Thus repulfed,
comfcrdlefs, a ftianger in a wide world, without a fingle hope to
confole him, he determined to apply to his former mafter for fome
relief to his fufferings.  But even this hope was frutrated, Dif-
appointments in payments from alnoad, aggravated by many fe-
vere lofles at home, having created much uneafinefs in the mind
of Mr. Cartwright, he had given up all his connexions, and ree
tiredsinto a remote part of Wales.

Deftitute of the means to procure a change in his appearance,
which befpoke the extieme of wietchednels, excluded every hope
of getting cmployment, nothing was left for the miferable Ran-
dolph but beggary ! For fome days he placed himfelf in diffevent
parts of London : but the aid of paflengers was very fmall,  He
determined, therefore, to fee it he could experience more hu-
maniry without the town than he had found within it, and had
wandered on as far as Hampitead, It was the clofe of autvmn;
night made its fwilt approaches, accompanied with rain and a
chilling wind. Hec had ganed the heath, where he was (uffering
cold, hunger, and fatigue. In this evil moment of want and
defperation, he heard the fuund of a carriage upon the road, and
approached the perfon who was placed within it, in order to fup-
plicate reliet; but fecing only a lady, he refolved to change his
fupplication into a demand, which procured him a few guineas,
and the offer of a watch ; but that he refufed ; and told thedriver,
who was but a lad, to proceed. He then quitted the road, and
fpeedily found himfelf purfucd by two horfemen.  Finding fwift-
nels and refitance of no avail, he furrendercd himflt. The
lady proved to be a woman of fathion, who was coming to town
for the winter feafon; her fervants, at the moment of the robe
bery, happentd to L too far behind to prevent it, but in a few
minutes they came up, when they were informed of the circum.
flance ; on which two of them, following the dire&ions of the
poltboy, who had marked Randolph's courte, rode off, and took
him as related. It would prove 2 painfui and unpleafing tatk to
dwell on this part of Randolph’s mournful hiftory. It is {uf-
ficient to inform the reader, that he underwent imprifonment,
ard a trial which duomred him to an ignominous death. Cir-
cumilances, h. wever, having heen reprefented as favourable as.
poffible, and this being his fitfk oFence, he was recommended to
mercy, and obizined the king®s free pardon.  On his enlargenient,
he fuund his nnferics as great as ever, and knew not where to.
turn for the fuppert of life; when happening to meet 2 fellow-
‘hipmate, who was at that time in good circumfRances, owing o,

the death of an uncle, who kad ieft him a farm in the country,.
the generous tar heard with candour the relation of Randolph's:
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fufferings, pitied his forrows, and pardoned hLis guilt. M,
Wiikins was then going down to h_u farm, about two hundred
miles off ; and told Randolph, that if he chofe to exchange wang
for plenty, and apptroved of a removal from a qut !{c had fo litt]e
caule to be attached to, there was a houfe at his tervice, where
he wight, if he pleafed, fpend the remainder of his days,
«¢ Come, my boy!" continued Wilkins, ¢ you were young
when I firft knew you, but I liked your (pirit. I have ploughed
the fea, and am now going to plough the land.  Thank heaven,
I am not a novice as to the management of a furm. having {pent
the firlt fitteen years of my life with this very kinfinan, who, blefs
his foul! has been fo good to me, and had never left bim, had
not I, Like an ungratetul young dog, quarrelied with my bread
and butter : but ro matter, I have bit ot the biidle; and, after
all, have met with goodnefs when I bad no right to expe&t it.
This expaience has given me a heart to fesl for a fellow.
creature, much mere for a fellow-fuffersr, and old fiipmare.™

Thus providentially preferved from threatening cvils, Rana
dolph, with grateful feniations, embraced the ofter of his triend..
They departed from London in a few days; but not before Ran-
dolph fourd himf{elf cloathed, and in poficilion of money. Wilkins
was not very rich in that quality which the wo:ld is fond of dif-
tinguithing under the term refinement : he had not a tear to fall:
for every trifley but he pofleiled a heart ready to burft on the re..
latioa ot human mifery—a heart which prompted him to relicve
with delicacy ; and wherever his obligations fell, to let them fall.
as light as pofiibie on thofe who experienced his bounty.

The two fritnds foon arrived at the humble though neat man-
fion of rural felicity and domettic peace. The daughter of Wil.
kins ran to embrace her parent; the was a blooming girl, and-
her counterance was that of innocence. Randolph looked upon
her, and at the happy father, by twrns; and then, with a deep
figh, feil fenfelels to the ground!  Nature, who had formed the
hears of Wiikins, was his only prompter on this melancholy
eccafion; he itat his daughter away, and fulered not his wife to
adminifter.  In alittle tnine Randolph recovered, and, clafping
his hands, exclaimed, ¢ O, my loft Haniet!" Then turning
w0 Wilkins, ke continued, ¢¢ Pardon the unhappy man who dares
1o envy his bencfalior ; but I will yet look up : I once, my
friend, wasblufcd with a daughter lovely as your own 3 I have
been led by mifery into guilt, but live to own the mercies of a
protefting Ged! My poor child teo has uired; but that Being,
who permitied her to bebeld a wretched father torn from her in-
fant 2rms, and a defpairing mother expire in madnefs, has, ro
deubt, tzken their wretched offspring to himfelf.”?  Wilkins, in
yewutn to this affeliing addrefs, locked far more than ke could
witar. At length, clapping Lis guctt gently on the floulder, he
exclaimed, ¢ Poor feilow! in this harbour ret fecure. The
Llafts of misfortuae have borne hard upon thee ;. but now-ths
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florm isover; then do not let thy fpiits be cat down, Tama
rough feaman, my altions muft comfort thee more than my
words, there I fa) fhost. Burcome, ict melead thee tomy good
dame, and perhaps her convafation will cheer thee : a go
keart like her's will ever be a glad one s fhe has taught me to
Loneur religion : and, but for her, I fhould never have been whag
I zun, nov ever have known the happinefs I have felt in perform-
ing my duty as a Chrittian.™ b

Randolph experienced in the focicty of Mrs. Wilkins the truth
of the anove obfervaticn ; her manners were mild ; and her heart
was guided by the pure rrcccpts convained in that volume, which
adminiflers comtort to all who ferioufly turn to its facred pages.

From the fante fource Randolph procured bahn {or his diftem«
pered mind, and deeply felt how much he was indcbted to a pre-
ferving Providence.

Two years had elapfed, when Wilkins, having fome bufipefs to
tranfa&, which would keep him from his family about a week, at
the diftance of near fifty miles fiom their dwelling, he propofed
for his friend to Lear Lim company, in hopes that change of air
might remove a feverc indifpofition under which Randolph had
laboured for fome months, and which threatened a decline.  The
offer was accepted, and they fet off on their journey; hut when
they were within five miles of the place they were going to, a
fudden and violent illnefs obliged Randolph to ftop at an inn on
the road ; and, firding himfelt unable to proceed, he defired to
‘be left there until Walkins thould return.

As the bufinefs which had caufed the journey was urgent,
Wilkins left, though unwillingly, his fick companion, with a
ftri&t charge to the mafter of the inn to procure every affiftance his
malady required.

Randolph was immediately put to bed, and no attention was
{pared on the part of the people of thehoule. A medicine, which
had been ordered on his going to reft, performed its part fo hap-
pily, as to enable him to rife the next day. Towards the.even~
ing, which was remarkably fine, he imagined himflf fo far re-
covered as to be able to walk out. He proceeded abeut a mile ;
a beautiful fetting fun enriched the appearance of every furround-
ing object, and tempted him to extead his walk fill faither, when
he was feized with a fudden dilirium, and funk to the ground.
Fortunately, two fervants, belonging to Lady Middleton, whofe
feat was fituated near the fpot, wereat that moment pafling by,
ard haflened to his affitance; hut poor Randolph was unable to
anfwer the inquiries they made ; on which, with great humanity,
they bore the unhappy man between them to her Jadyfhip's man-
ll;iit::: where every aid his fituation required was extended towards

Recovering by degrees, he looked around him 3 then fixing his
eyes on Dr. Spencer, ker ladyfhip's phyfician, ¢ Tell me, wor-
thy Sir,™ faid Randolph, ¢to whom I am indcbted for this
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prefervation of a li*e which has been marked by varied miferys
Dr. Spencer replied, ¢ It is enough, my goud Siry to know that
you are among friends. Lady Muddleton, whaowns this feat, is
at [his ume cn;!aggd \\‘ilh her 3“(?[‘116}' on !Dl‘l.'ll".' buiinels of COIII;:..
quence, relpedling the affairs of the lae Sir Charles. A few
months ago, allwas happinefs and fereniry in this now mouraful
manfion ; but death has robbed it ¢f its mafter; and heaven
knows how much, and with what reafon, ail within it have
mourned their irreparable lofs ! But more of this 1n the morning,
when I hope to find you able to converfe with me. T ain a man,
Sir, who have had my misfertuncs, which have led mie frongly
to feel for human aflitions.”” Upon which he withdrew ; and
Randolph, laying his head upon the pillow, fcll into a gentle -
flumber.

.The next morning Dr. Spencer re-vifited his patient, und found
him perfe@tly fenfible, though extremely low. The good old man
feating himielf by tie bedfide, after feeling the pulfe of Randolph,
thus ferioufly addreffed him: ¢¢ Tell me, my dear friend, if you
are cenne@:d with any one whom vou are anxious to fee. Do
not be alarmed ; but your illnefs is of fuch a nature as to nux
along with my hopes a dearee of doubt; therefore, ill could I
anfwer it to my conicience, were I to fay there is no occalion to
provide for the worlt that may happen.” Randoiph, clafping De.
Spencer’s hand, exclaimed with great energy, ¢ Bleffed intelli-
gencel O, Siry 1 have had my connexions, from whaom being
rudely torn, mifery a:d want have made me guilty of crimes,
The former are gone where I ruft I hali meet them ; and the
latter, through the atenement which I have flown to, 1 am fure
are forgiven.”

He then went through the whole of his unhappy hiftory, which
was heard by the perfen to whom it was told with candcur and
bumanity. Ds, Spancer then prevailed on Randolph to be ascalm
33 peilible, ard undertook to inform the family of Wilkins of
every circumitance necedary for them to know, and likewiie to
!Ea\?_a fetter for him on his return to the inn where he had left
his friend,

: ,I?" §;encer immediately waited cn Lady Middleton, with in-
k:l:g:ncc of every thing that had been done: but when he came
o RKandolph's eventful ltory, his hearer gave a long convulfive
3;’_"““1, and dropped fenfelets from her chair.  Dr. Spencer had
the prefence of mind not to alarm the family, 2nd in a littie time
ber ladythip revived; when catting her eyes wildly around the
toom, the exclaimed, ¢ Where is hLe, where is wny father!™
““ Your fatker!™ rejoired Dr. Spencer. ¢ Yes, l'ny father!
Reply not, but bear m= to him.™

_Dr. Spencer was fearcely able to fupport the petrifving effelts
of this diicovery. At length, aivancag to Lady Middleion with
a colledied look, he tiws sddiclied her : ¢« Madam, permit an old
@an o zdvife yeu how to af ¢n au occulion which requires the
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exertion of all your refolution. It you mean to fave your parent,
you zuyl veftrain your impatience,  Pardon me, madam, tor this
boldnels: and let my age, and my aftettion for you and yours,
cover me from your refentment. I wiil go inftantly to your re-
ftared parent, it tuch he is, and prepare his mind 10 receive you.'?
Without waiting a reply, Le returned to his patient’s chamber,
requelted his attention, and thus addreffed him: “ Your defliny,
Mir. Randolph, has been indeed fevere 5 but, notwithftanding the
heavy ewils you have endured, refleftion on the paft mut bring
back to your mind ceitain bleflings, the recolleétion of which,
no doubr, fill your hcart with thankfulnefs ; for have you not
been an objedt-of heaven's peculiar mercy ? and that meicy, my
dear tiiend, is not yet exlaufted. Itisinmy power, through
the means of a myiterious Piovidence, to comtort you even be-
yond your hopes : reccive then my intelligence with calinnets and
thankfulnefs. You have a good and innocent child yet living ;
and who, in a little time, can be brought hither to receive her
father's blefling.”  The venerable Spencer watted for Randolph's
reply, who, claiping fiis hands together, held them up for a
time, in filent adoration j he then turned to his worthy friend;
faying, *¢ The heart which ought to bound with exftacy is now
breken @ 1 am fenfible that I have not many hours to live ; but,
that heaven fhould fivecten thofe hours with fuch an carneft of
future biifs, cxceeds all human comprehention,™ G

DoSter Spencer, thouzh much afflicted in knowing himfelf that
Raandolph's laft hour was fwiftly coming on, yet reprefled his
cmotions, went to the apartment of Lady Middleton, and, ap-
proaching her with a tender refpect, faid, ¢ Your parent is now
prepared to tee you; but do not be alarmed at beholding him pale
and very low : itis the duty of good hearts, like yours, to bear
with fubmiflicn the decrees of Providence. I have fonie reafon
to imagine, my worthy lady, that you and I muft very fhortly
mourn his lofs ; but, confider we fhall indeed have occafion to
mourn, but not like thole who have no hope.  Your father may
perhaps become inquifitive concerning your ftory; 1 .think it
needtul, therefore, to be nudulged with fo much of it as you think
proper to ditclote, in order to remeve from yourfelf a tatk which
may prove razier levere,”'—¢ Kind and genervus Siry™ replied the
weeping Lady Micdleton, ¢ Receivein a few words my unhappy
flory, and then Jead me to the rettered pasent whom I am prepared
t0 give up to that heaven, where, I trult, Sir, you and 1 thail
fhortly join him."

Lady Middicton then recounted what tie reader is already ac.
quainted with : we fhail theretore only purfue 1he relation from
her fituation with kier Richmond frerd.

“ In this gay tamiiy I experienced every induigence that gives
pleafure 1o young minds: I was gl every. polite accomplithe
ment, and moved in a continual round of amuiement ; but my
heast revolted at joy, for my parents were ever prefest to my
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thought. Among the youn gentlemen who vifited at the houte,
Sir Chailes Middleton was the moit accomplifbed, and was jug
come to the poffe(fion of his eftate. From the firlt moments thap
1 beheld him, Ifelta partiality in his favour : we foon became
dearto each other; he Jikewie wasan orphan ; and often did we
mingle our tears together. '

« At length I confented to a private marriage, which he re.
prefented as ablolutely neceflary, as his uncle, who had no chil.
dren, had deciared he would leave his eftate to ftrangers, if his
nephew did not marry info a family of rank and title. My love
was too gieat to object to his dcfire in this particular ; and, un.
known to the family, depending on that honour which never
knew a ftain, that worth which never will again be cqualled, I
?T:l w‘ith him to this manfion, where we were united by the moft
acred ties.

_“ You know the reft; you know his generous lheart, too de-
licate to call me his in privats, panted only for mv honour and
my peace! You foothed his wounded I'pii’it, on the cruel treat
ment he received from his unfecling uncle, onthe difcovery of ou;
marriage ; and you watched him auring the comfe of that fever
which took him from my widowed arms! But come, Sir; I
how collefted, lead me to my honoured father, and let me e
that blefling which you have given me to fear, will not lzfrct:ﬂ;e
repeated.”™  Doftor Spencer bowed, and led ker to th h::e“b :
On entering, they found Rardolph ftill in a flumber chc Tk
broken with fighs. In a little time he awaked ; 2 Etgogas
Spencer advarcing to the bedfide, took hold of hi lIl 1 od
requefted his attention to a fhort ;ecit:ll of his H o 13“!:';1 -
from the time he left her : on hearing which, R a!l rl":lll exchin
ed, * Bleffed, and ever bleffed Providence., :mtc;p e
bends to thy decrees ; let me but {ee my é:;{ld'gﬁc; ;ar;lic:ula:gull:
fhall dne-contented ! Onthis, fupported between twog'ut " d :
Lady Middleton advanced, and kneeling down, fel e bt of
b father reling upon n hons t'he'n rgi'( (:’“r{a},] ¢ l: the hands of
around him in fpeechlefs agony.. Dc&;:;-m?' e e A
moved ;‘o ul::er a word ; but, looking for ;Ptg:l::ro:?;: :?I‘:?ll:;g
1ceng, his heart becam or hi >
dows s, ang f\';;:arl';lljdmr }ﬁs] i'lrerl.lf--,:h3 and he funk
felf, be again firuggled with his feel :ngt d e
bﬁ_\’l' where he beheld Lady Middlf:m‘:nﬁ‘?i’l o -'!_df'imf-Ed o
with a wildnefs which alarmed him ‘ 0l cp{'_lbracmg i
;eted a iong and deep figh, and fainted il:n T;lelg;gn:lsc ro‘fl!:{ eﬂ‘itu;.
ants, as they w H e ore
ST o i o e g e g
fpirit in the prefence of a t:‘hildl ;. tl?sui ;;:thti gt dcpl? c?mreﬁ
a lolt. e a long time confide
. Do&or S ivi G
ERh ﬁci?;;i:&e::%lymg proper diretions concerning the
haftened to fupport i .fmlg.:. the depreflion of his cwn fpirits,
€0 dy Middleton, whofe rligion for-
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bidding her to defpair, he found in the attitude of prayey. He
withdrew unobferved to the adjoining chamber, when he could
diftin&tly hear the pions ejachuation delivered from lips that had
been early taught to exprefs the ditates of innoceace, from which
her gentle fpirit had never fwerved.

But however refigned, Lady Middleton fill found herfelf une-
qual to the tafk of combating with her accumulated and fevere
affliions ; and Dotor Spencer obferved, with inward regret,
that, although her gricfs were filent, they were yet rooted in a
heart toa amiable to reconcile itfelf quickly to the lofs of parents
who had thus fallen the victims of mifery ; and of a hufband, in
whofe love and attention alone (he had hoped 0 experience come
fort: The melancholy fatisfaltion of dwelling on the remem=
brance of thofe we have loved and honoured, is an enjoyment
known only to the poffeffors of true refinement and pure fenfibis
lity. Lady Middleton had beftowed her affe&tions on an orphan,
as the then imagined herfelf, and who, like herfelf, bad cherifhed
in his bofom the ftrong and dear recolleCtion of his departed
parents. :

Wilkins, havifig completed his bufinefs, returned to the inn,
where he had left his fiiend, His furprife may eafily be invigined
on receiving the letter which had been left for lim ; its contents
induced him immediately to haften to Lady Middlcton, to whom
ne was introduced by Doltor Spemcer. Without referve, the
child of Randdlph embraced the honefl and deeply affected fea-
man, Wilkins could only fob out, ¢¢ Be comforted, my dear
child: I Joved thy father from the firlt moment I faw him: hé
was then a fine ftripling, and poffeffed the heart of a lion; but
heaven and himiclf only have known how it has fince been broken
down by the forms of adverfity. Well, well, there is a great
deal of injutice in the world ; and my poor brother feaman has
come in for his full fhare of it! But, as my dame fays, the
keen edge of heaven's jult vengeance is never fuffcred to ruft, and
refleCtion will come home to the cruel-minded.”” The'effulions of
the honett heart of this generous Briton conveyed confolation” to
the afflidtions he endeavoured thus to relieve j and Lady Mid-
dleton experienced every. comfort fhe was capable of receiving inf
the fociety of the tender, humane, and refined Spencer, and the
honeft, manly, and feeling Wilkins. '

A tew weeks patt on, during which Lady Middleton employed
herfelf in fetching her worldly concerns, in which the nobly paid
back the debt of graritude to thofe who had (o richly merited

every thing fhe had to beftow. That tafk performed, her thoughts
were wholly turned 1o ¢ the valt concerns of an immortal ftate,’
to which fhe knew the was baftening, and which fhehad ever hap-
Pily confidered was not to be left ¢ tu the mercy of a moment."
The friendly warnirg of her releale from life at length arrived :
and perceiving the trembling tear gliften in the eye of Wilkins,
on being furomoned to take his latt farewell, the child of Ran~
D
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dolph for the laft timc kiffed the hand of her father’s friend, ang
thus delivered the acknowledgments of 2 heart that deeply felt irg
obligations : * Honoured friend of my chartcd parent, whofe
seleated fpirit is now beyord the reach of numan mifery ; blefs
me ere | die, as that parent would himfel have done were he now
lcaning, like you, intears and ageny, over the death-bed of hig
fuffering child. Words and my ftrength are too weak to exprefs
my gratitude, my eftcem—and, oh, fuffer me to add, my af.
feSion ™

After a paufe, fhe requefled Doter Spencer to attend to thelaf
words fhe moft likely fhculd have to vteer: ¢ 1 feel, my worthy
Sir," fhe continued, ** that your poor ocphan has not long to re-
member the fofs of thofe whoin fhe may fay the has been beveft by
the cruel polizy of the land from which the is departing, I have
confidered the firt caufe of all my fufferings, arnd in that cruel
policy I find them to have originated. Unfceling men tore my
poor father from me; and I now again behold Lis anguilh—
again behold the convuliions of my diitraéled mother; and again
experience the void in my own heart, which las never fince been
filld vp! T am fully fenfible that it will not be long before I
meet them in that heaven where injuftice will never again fepavate
them from me.  In the courfe of a few years, that death fhould
mark the unfortunate, and claim them as his own, is not for you
&1 e ioacsiet 3 for when and wheie couhl tiev Liave haned for

Fcace ard comiort? To the heart-ilricken and deferted, the
curce of all earthly good is dried up; and the grave is evera
tnecd to the weary and heavy laden, who wifh to lay down the
bortben of perfecuted exiftence. A great pat of my worldly
poflleflions, whkich are cenfiderable, I have by will bequeathed to

Z:;rfcii‘.k The coniudi of my lamented kufband's famiy, to him
™e, h

! a3 rendered it even unfit-to remember the proud in fpie
nt, aed by that means incieate the. folly of human cenfequence.
I am ferfible your goodnefs will ever be promopring you to aéts of
continued mercy ard occational munificence. Perhaps fome future
Randolph may call foith jour pitying tear ; perhaps fome de-
ferted moather may plead at ‘your heart, as at heaven's gate, for
merey ; comfort them, oh comiort them, from the itores of her
®ha wis once poor, and let the daughters of afflition be relieved
by the nieans of their fifter in adverfiry !

The tatk is done: the writer can add o more, than that the

wother, the {ather, and the child, reft under one towh, raifed by
t2e venergble Spencer,



THE KNIGHT’s TALE,

————y

T was a beautiful autumnal evening, and the glorious ‘orb of

day had almoft finifhed his diurnal career by finking in the
weflern fky ; when the two Knights, anxious to reach fome in-
habited place before the fhades of night fhould fet in, fpurred
on their leeds with redoubled ardour. They had proceeded a few
miles, and were difcourling on different fubje@s 3 when loud
founds of lamentation, which feemed to iffue from a thick foreft
on their left haud, checked their fpeed.  As their ears were ever
open to the praycrs of the uunfortunate, and as the chief motive
of their peregrinations was to fuccour the diftreiled ; they, with=
out hefitation, turned their horfvs towards the wood, fully de-
termirced, before they proceeded farther, to learn the caufe of the
crics which fo lately had affailed their ears.  They alighted at its
entrance ; and, having tied their horfes to a tree on the fkirts,
walked round, in order to difcover a path. After long fearch,
they found onc; but it was fo choaked up with briars and thorns,
that they frequently were obliged to open a way for themfelves
with their fivords.  With much difficulty they made confiderable
progrefs ; but, being perplexed which way to condut themfelves,
Sir Albert cried out with a loud voice, No aniiver being ree

turned, except a thoufand echees, which repeated his woras on
every fide: e was preparing to ¢ry out again; when, in 2 'mo.
ment, the whole {pot was involved in total daiknefs. Initead of
the gentle Zephyrs, which had before fanned the trees, a cold
damp wind blew, that p-erced -the Knights to the heatt.  They
ftood fome time, loft in amazement at -the fudden and difm
change which had juft taken place ; but, re-affuming that firm-
nefs which had fuftained a momenmtary fufpenfion, they:con uited
for a fhort time what courfc to take. To proceed, or to retieat,
appeared equally difficuit : the refleQion, however, that they
might te the means of refcuing a fellow-creature from diftrefs,
foon determined them in favour of the former. Scarcely had
they taken this refolution, when they perceived a large blue flame
fa'!i“t’. in the air; and which, throwing a difmal glare on every
objet, lerved only to render the «¢ darknefs vifible,™ After
noving about tor fome tiritc,” the Kitights perceived it reft ona
ruin at a little dittance ; which, owing to the thick gloom, they-
had not before obferved. They advanced towards it, with all the
hafte poffible, and by the flame defcried a caftle ; which, though
2pparently once a place of ftrength, was now mouldering into
decay, " é Hence, I conceive,™ cried Sir Godfrey, *¢ proceeded
the lamentations ; theiefore, without hefitation, I will explore
this arcient building. The fhield of Virtue is our protedion ;
2gaintt it, the powers of hell are unable to prevail b—Let us, Sic
Aloert, endeavour to approach it."
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The two Enights inftantly advancing, foon came to a draw.
bridge; on a-hi&, apparently, though let down, no human foot
had for ages trod.  They were both.preparing to crofs it ;' when
flow and folemn mufic, which feemed to proceed from the vaults
“beneath, - Role on their ears; they croffed, however, and entered
the gate with cafe; but were immediately involved in greater per-
ity and wonder than ever—the mufic fuddenly ceafed ; and
the light, which had fixed itfelf on the top, in a moment vanithed,
Jeaviag them in toral obfeurity! Sir Albert again raifed his voice
as before ; but, inftead of being anfwered by any human articu-
lation, thoulands of birds, leaving their nelts, added much, by
their difcordant fcreams, to the awfulnefs of the fcene. Uncer-
tain what- to do, the Knights fvated themfelves on the ftones ;
where they had not fat long, beforethey were greatly alarmed by
the clanking of chains, and the moft dreadful bowlings, from the
vaults bencath them : at the fame time, they beheld the flame
tife from the middle of the hall, and fettle itfelf on the top of a
winding Rair-cafe. - Sir Godirey and Sir Albert, rouzing them-
{elves, advanced towards it; when ahand, firetching it(elf from
the centre, dropped a huge key, and inftantly vanithed. Sir Al-
bert fnatched it up; while the flame, moving from its ftation,
defcended down the winding Rair-cafe : they iollowed, and again
deheld it fix itfelf on a-‘door which ended a long range of vaults,
Vm_turing beldly forwaud; Sir Albert applied the kev to the lock
which they opened ; and perceived, at the upper end, a coffin,
over which twinkled a fmall blue light. A momentary fenfation
of terror now feized them ; from which ‘they had fcarcely re.
covered, when, lo! the lid of the coffin was.fuddenly lifted up,
and a figure of more than mortal fize arofe; and, approaching
them,. thns exclaimed—"¢ To you, O Knights! it is decreed to
reveal the myRery -of this faret, which has lain concealed for
E pat. ‘Fake this fcroll, and it will inform you.,™ :The
Knights fell into a kind of trance; aud, on recovering, found
tacmielves in an open plain, with their horfes feeding by them,
No trace of the caflle or foreft was to be found,

FINIS,
-—-_*g—_

Skortly ‘wwill te Publiffed,
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